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REPORT 


OF THE, 


COMMISSIONER OF AGRICULTURE 


PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND 


For the Year ended 31st December, 1914 


TO THE HONOURABLE BENJAMIN ROGERS, 
Lieutenant-Governor of the Province of Prince Edward Island. 


May ir PLEASE YouR Honor: 


I beg to submit my report as Commissioner of Agriculture for the year end- 
ing December 31st 1914. 

The efforts of the Department of Agriculture during the year just closed 
have Gen directed towards the extending and the perfecting of the system of 
Agricultural Education previously inaugurated. The subvention received through 
the Agricultural Instruction Act made this possible. The Short and Long Courses 
held in Charlottetown were well attended and appreciated, and the results obtain- 
ed would fully justify their continuance, but, perhaps, their greatest usefulness 
was to show that these methods under existing circumstances are not adequate to 
meet the requirements; Young men, without any previous active experience in 
Agriculture as a rule"do not attend, and, if they do, are very hard to interest, 
while the large number actually engaged in Agriculture who are the mainstay of 
the farm, are either too busy to attend, or do so ata great sacrifice. It became 
evident that any system of education which would adequately meet the situation 
had to become a vital part of the public school curriculum. Believing that the 
teaching of Nature Study and Agriculture in the schools is the only way to direct 
young peoples’ attention to the farm, and, the best method of educating the 
coming farmer, and knowing that such education is demanded by the Province, 
we undertook, jointly, with the Superintendent of Education and Principal of the 
Prince of Wales College to formulate plans with that object in view. 

The work of organization presented difficulties, proper encouragement and 
careful supervision were indispensable. Five men were appointed to direct the 
work in the schools. Arrangements were made with the Superintendent of 
Education whereby these men divided their work with the five Inspectors of 
Schools already acting, so that each in one half the original territory was doing 
the ordinary inspection work, and also directing the Agricultural Instruction un- 
dertaken by the several districts in his inspectorate. This work already promises 
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good results. The Inspectors entered upon their duties with courage and en- 
thusiasm. The limited territory entrusted to their care enables them to give good 
assistance to their teachers, and the pupils, though young, manifest a great in- 
terest in their new work. Reports for December show that preparations have been 
made for starting School Gardens next season, some are preparing to grow 
vegetable seeds and many home projects are being undertaken. Collections of 
weeds and insects are also being made by the pupils. The lack of properly train- 
ed teachers is the greatest difficuity in the initiating and the undertaking of such 
work. 


To partially cope with the situation Short Courses for teachers were held 
during the past two summers, and though the courses were for two weeks only, it is 
noteworthy that generally, the reports of the Inspectors credit those who have attended 
with greater enthusiasm and better work. Provision for the future has been made by 
changing the system of teacher training in the Prince of Wales College in such a 
way that the Agricultural knowledge acquired by the pupils in school will be 
credited to them upon entrance, and progress to a certain standard -will be requir- 
ed before diplomas are granted. Greater success is to be expected when a suffi- 
ciently large number of teachers are available. We hope by such direction and 
training that the book of nature with its fascinating study of animal and . vegetable 
life will prove so interesting that Agriculture will become one of the professions 
from which pupils may choose, and, after chosing, that the stimulus previously 
given them will incline them to further pursue their studies and get a scientific and 
practical knowledge of Agriculture. 


The co-ordination of all our educational interests required some rearrange- 
ment. Already steps have been taken though not yet completed to place a district 
representative in each County whose duty it will be to conduct the Agricultural 
work under the direction of the Department, and also to assist ‘the School In- 
pectors in carrying on the work under their care. This will not at present make 
it necessary to employ any more workers, but will confine each to his own territory 
where he wili know the conditions, and knowing them be the better able to give 
assistance. 


The organization of Women’s Institutes now about completed with an assis- 
tant supervisor for each county is also brought into the Educational System and 
at the present time is a most promising branch of the service. When they are 
extended to fully cover the province, judging by the work already done, their 
social and educational value cannot be estimated. 


The success that attended the purchase of the Agricultural Hall in Charlotte- 
town and the many purposes it serves when used as an agricultural centre, led us 
to believe that centres established in the other counties with proper accomodation 
would prove equally useful. The co-ordination of the different educational in- 
terests made it necessary, for the proper carrying out of the system. that such 
centres should be formed. Accordingly, we purchased a building in Summerside 
conveniently situated and suitable in every particular for the purpose, and early in 
the coming year we expect to have it equipped as quarters for all who are engaged 
in educational work in the surrounding territory as well as for the fostering of co- 
operative movements and the encouragement of the vast possibilities that are 
looming up in our agricultural pursuits. Our efforts in Kings County met with 
ready response. The awakening in agricultural and social education is shown by 
the success of the three Seed Fairs held in different centres, in the success of the 
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Field Competitions and in the ready response to the organization of Women’s In- 
stitutes. On account of its geographical situation this County cannot be served 
by one centre but plans are under consideration by which its interests will be pro- 
vided for. : 


The ordinary work of the Department is progressing favorably and is re- 
ferred to in detail by the various members of the staff. 


-The work amongst us of the representatives of the different branches of 
the Department at Ottawa is going on successfully. That of Mr. Benson and his 
assistants in poultry is worthy of special mention. His success in organization 
work has eclipsed anything heretofore known in this Province. As a result, the 
improvement in the quality of eggs marketed, to say nothing of the increased pro- 
duction, has been of inestimable value. Their work in the coming year in com- 
pleting their system will tax their ability, and calls for all the assistance their 
patrons can give them. As poultry is one of our most important industries and 
has in the past been subject to greater waste than any of the other farm products, 
we appreciate greatly the work undertaken by the Federal Department in this 
connection. 


We also appreciate the information supplied through the Agricultural 
Gazette of the work being done in the other Provinces of Canada. 


The Honourable Martin Burrell, Minister of Agriculture in presenting this 
magazine to the public said: ‘‘ While it is primarily the official journal of the 
Federal Department of Agriculture, and will reflect and register its activities, it 
has wider functions to discharge, and will deal with the valuable work carried on 
by the various Provincial Departments of Agriculture, and in some measure be a 
magazine of organized Agriculture in Canada.” It has been helpful to this De- 
partment by suggesting new methods as well as by providing the results of the 
lastest Agricultural research. 


No encouragement Local or Federal has been so productive of good as the 
grant under the Agricultural Instruction Act, and the fact that it must be confined 
solely to ecucational work is its leading feature. The immediate benefit is 
material yet it is the foundation, the gradual growth and the harvest of knowledge 
in after years that will prove the wisdom of the Act, already well justified. With 
a hopeful farming population and prosperity very general, considerable could be 
accomplished by a liberal local grant, but, it is only by such a subvention as we 
received, with such a limitation to its expenditure, that we were able to arrange the 
educational movement which we now feel confident will meet with success. 


The breeding of furbearing animals, especially foxes, so extensively entered 
upon during the past few years is not in the least abated. Owing to war con- 
ditions and the financial stringency, the activity in establishing new undertakings 
has received a temporary check. fiat adeno ions this year have been fairly 
successful. Some companies paid large dividends, others current rates, and very 
few deferred payment. It is unfortunate that knockers took the opportunity, so 
favorable in time of stress, to discredit the business. It however suffered less, on 
account of the present difficulties than many long established industries. It is 
worthy of note that not one of the many companies formed suffered failure, ar 
nothing has happened to impair the stock or the production of any a) 
Taking all the conditions into consideration, I can see no_ reason 
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why, with proper management, the same reputation cannot be upheld. The 
present lull which can only be temporary will, I am convinced, be productive of 
much good when normal conditions are restored. The speculative element, which 
always attends the starting of an important business, will be less in evidence, and 
the knowledge we gained in the past as to the unquestioned value of the industry 
will establish it in our midst as one of the foremost. 


An important feature of the business is that in 1913 only 4614% of the 
vixens brought young to maturity, while in 1914, 5534 % successfully reared young. 
This shows a marked improvement as a result of better methods or more complete 
domestication or both. A continual improvement in this respect will sweep away 
the last vestige of doubt in connection with the successful domestication, and the 
consequent increase in production should compensate for any decrease in price as 
a result of a declining demand for breeding purposes, thus placing the industry on 
a firm and lasting basis. 


Despite the difficuities so frequently met with by the individual where so 
much is accomplished with comparatively little cooperation, the prevailing tone is 
optimistic and augurs well for the future when, with better transportation, we hope 
better cooperation both in production and shipping will ensue. 


The following statements will form a part of this report : 


Financial Statement. 

Report of the Secretary of Agriculture. 

Report of Instructor in Animal Husbandry. 

Report of Instructor in Field Husbandry. 

Report of District Representative for Kings County. 
Report of Supervisor of Women’s Institutes. | 
Crop and Live Stock Bulletins. 


Statement of Exhibitions and Fairs, Institutes, Cheese Factories and 
Creameries. 


Financial Statement Farmers’ Institutes. 


Report of Fields of Standing Grain Competitions. 


] have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


MURDOCH McKINNON, 


Commissioner of Agriculture. 
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Institutes 
Cream marmers -ANSELULES 6). ss ce been eee ale es ele e's $1988. 35 4 
Pea OTICTY S)PMISEIEULES (2.1 6 Fic bie olan ec elielied ine aselcin'e ake 135.00 
Peetrers wepenses (VVomen’s)Insts:)).)...6. 60 bee ees 193.82 
MiecetnempensesyVoGien S Insts). Yo ee eae 9.35 
Expenses Women’s Institute Convention ..............4.. 100.19 
emer emo SALA Y 6 0.) cece) 0) ala dee aie ele wee es 895.00 
Miss Helena McDonald, Salary (10) mos) ............ sy lan een one 
Mise etserine James, Salary (2 m0OS)) 2.60426 fee eles 83.34 
Mieaeazehoterns, Salary (3,M0S) 220.0) hee eee eden ee et 150.00 $3974.12 
Seed Fairs 
Sram  rovincial Hair... ie lle s)iahshe. Wars UP altel sheer MU Ry $ 600.00 
cig Oh i 22" SOP eA a SR) Ree 404.72 
MP CRCRS EERE Vag PG. 5 “cia, 0) alolte ale bso» ghtaa el sielete eel clans’ « 100.00 
NEE NE CC SIS EGC EATAI AN) 00) FLL eae y's 's altaiMlatioves a) A eieia Same 60.81 
ee SCIEN Doce Aidt, Bayi ia}a s'yaie\ of » IMDB ime )\ ss) asietal oid a6 50.00 
Beeenses ETOVIticial Wate is tiie ss as late a LODE ROME adh 10, by SH 
os BSEUD CCUM E ARNT Opie late Wr etarer ee oe (<6 MeN nal oa leh eve oleae 6 8.50 
PENCOUSOCOW AE AIC acs SURE Cah. «SPM YS sien dee le a) os 10.00 $1281.58 
Exhibitions 
Grant to Charlottetown Exhibition Association ............ $4950.00 
Pe amive, stocky judoing |Classesiis ii ge dines aw ee e's 0’ 30,00 
tae, etince County Exhibition Association ...)4.5 a. /.. 56 1400.00 
ss ** King’s County Exhibition Association ............. 1000.00 
“ ** Egmont Bay & Mt. Carmel Exhibition ........... 150.00 
i wOuUris EmmMition ASSOCIAtionN }’... s.cad eee cee ... 690.00 
i) AperionyexMiDition: ASSOCIAtION (0c i0s6 ewes vee es 350.21 
5 $8575.21 


Expenses Alberton Exhibition Association . .............+. 5.00 
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Associations 
Grant to Maritime Stock Breeders’ Association ............ $ 350.00 
Extra Grant to Maritime Stock Breeders’ Association........ 20.00 
Grant to P. E. I. Dairyman’s Association............ 1 Je Ore 
eae oy) Ce eee AIPCLALIV ST SUUIE IO. 3.2 Sec are seh eos Megs eae 110.00 
Ake SER ECOWEES 3 ANSOEEEON . 12 signi hii. ds ff ee om 75-00 
Poy tot? EC UERVONY OG sc Secepem 8 eee Dives Bacon nieve» sags Oe 35.00 
Sh ae Pe PERLE ASSOCIA LLORES) 18 ica t Sis! wus adn esl ¥ AL Ah aimi a users 100.00 
hiss, pC e-operativaD ane Co: sforjoubtlibe oe off Fags eo Shee 122.00 
Judging Fruit Growers’ Association Show . . ... eee eee 5-00 
‘ Scholarships 
seholarships, Acricultural Colleges... yo. ee ek: $ 230.00 
Field Competition Account 
ee eRe ae Lh in sie, 5 Se, Loe 5% eclye Oe Re Re $ 980.50 
MRCUSES PMO VHA FS SRR. A eieclet is le + at /SUhlg Mae NL hd 263.00 


$1247.00 


$ 230.00 


$1243.50 


Demonstration Work in Horticulture, Poultry and Sheep Husbandry 


Rloritciaieee ee 6 ose airs ale Pe ne ee $ 353-4 
Sheep ..... 08 BEE Sera te eT CRA ie ic ss is 288.15 
RTS Bee ea choke’ aj oPo ta tah teres cho otek 26 AS GO eine ame 2236.46 
Salary and expenses W. Cass, W. Shaw, L. McDonald, and 
MenAel ACOUSHNG:) cS ies sie OE od nits s+ tm ee 388. 52 


LS ROAR og) SO Pog ot & sao eh a . $ 480.00 


PO. NEURO CLC A TION oe!) ao oe 6 oon seein: ste SR aceon $ 350.00 
PATO COLOUR RGCIS I hte. bt teia hid oh ails sen. oles; a2 Sab, ath 4 sah ane ese 22 


$3266.60 


$ 480.00 


$ 578.96 
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Office Assistance 


Rew. Mceleod,Salary, (4'mos)?aa 94224! Ree eri es a Sagi og 
MPMIMELCMDEES SPAT A(T MOS) rahe as 6) aN jen ie alg Sede 6 ow lave 30.00 
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Bamund Pineau, salary (8 mos) (i526 055060600. tale ee Nalin « 290.00 
PERN MINOW DELY , SAINEM Hac Ui raals o/c 4\cieiln de see oe es ih acs th 4OOLOG 


Vital Statistic Certificates 


RE TECALCS At 2c Manone seis oh TW eh gan howe a Spee ds wb Sie! 9 O75 
District Representative Work 
Walt iseid, Salary (oumos) os. 2... 5). SA hd el Ape RU eS $1200.00 
Robert Robertson, Salary (1 mos)... ............ ema y mica | 150.00 
eae menaann ociary \(o mos and party)... df oe eek 1012.50 
Travelling Expenses ..... Br TAR PRG Uta Mich cr we tee aL Si) 1400.80 
PS CCUMOC UAT IED SES .)00) 1 ae er ai Rea ata A Cho ¢7 1) 
Salary and expenses W. Shaw and MoxCoughiling {eal cis NS3.73 
Short Course 
MMM Aad) VENT Co i6 6.4 'a Soa Sis, ots nt ee wiles We Sh be ir doee 
REM eNATICR LTCC ES 0 2.5. obese so abe deyafetene ted hus « whalodblitsls> ice 1126.05 
Meeooreuwoss, additional’ salary... Sout ee 2 300.00 
Robert Robertson. salary 1 month ....... Le ARE ay 150.00 
Vital Statistics 
Money paid to Road Masters for returns ................. Si 72720 
MOEN TRE DOLES sao ciche his Pp aaa e Seas wes Me aio SOME 25.75 
Summer School for Teachers 
6 SOIREE POR 8 iRise he re? CIO, en a $ 267.42 
Scholarships and Salaries ......... TN es Dy Lee tA ae aa 4415.87 
feewomith, Salary, (2 months) ..4)).:. eae ONDA Ry ar 259.00 
Wilfred Davison, Salary (2 months) at Bi2s.c INNS he "% ac! Datla) Aad 250.00 
Wilfrid Davison, Salary (1 month) at $133 34... ..... ..... 1335/34 
Stationery and Supplies 
PEIN ANC SUPPLIES... 6 vie Lee hae Wed Wy Pe Tey Py Me 
Printing TLC POTESy es. 4 YEUNG) OR Ec ewe ie eae 173.31 
Printing Dairyman s Report. st Bhetare 6 DE ey Og Ee ae 35-00 


$3081. 


$5316. 


fs 


a | 


ui 


$ g8o. 


to 


unr 
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Crop Reports 


Money paid for returns from Road Masters... .....-.2++00. $ 968.00 
ERS ASSEAIN 13 *\ phedey etme hl ete Pal thb) Sate ve’ ahh di pile Wie loth aime’, oe) subaru ness 13.50 $ 981.50 


School Inspectors 


Neda tan, Salary (7. niente) ni. saws ileuae yea chew $ 495.85 
Leste Adams, Salary (Gl/>\months) 7 emis oie ke ue ot 460.44 
Walter Curtis, Salary. (Gl4mionths) ee slmcsiaaios ois p 8 oh 460.44 
Charles Buxton, Salaty,(7) months) Aisi, jst nhena eaten el anacs 495-85 
Parmiel Fraser," Salary, (7: ‘MOMtiS ye. a  eteae te Se ew wa A as 495-85 $2408.43 


Agricultural Education in Connection with P. W. College 


Wilfrid Davison, Salary (5 months) at $125.00.............. $ 625.00 
Wilfrid Davison, Salary (4 months) at $133.33. ..... ..... 53ange 
ong GCottrsen 3g aah a ake anes ie oo eR er eee 1203.25 
William if; Reid, Salary (3 months) wos). .)'.) spre eye ae ee 400.00 
Travelling Expenses AL ok eee phidia: aiid Wiha a aa IA eral YA ae 
Apricultural Fall Aine xs yeh ei ade so). eicinlee eae oe ES 778.29 
PAN). Coles eit ati onrainute adele Be scece ety a pee a ane Oe 315-59 $3903.49 


Purchase Or asus 2's aiaiiep SUN © 6's fT EEN 5 5 Sees ee $8500.00 
PUB ONSCS SP iiegehiiely eM TE c ow bie bade nied ee 122.29 $8622.29 


ES ee ee a ae be le taken te nets Se Oa $ 100.00 §$ 100.00 


PRESS copia 'a ia Licey dsc) aii) bj 5m 0. Wo. s lahs eles Fark an eR LO $ 15.00 
Robert Robertson, Salary (2 months) SMa iehil ale Raker aru e ea ban se 300.00 $ 315.00 
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Miscellaneous Account 
MNP OUNCES Bris ay ore cielo ferns ne Mee claims 4 ae ei vies 2 sD, 35eGO 
Pm RAMEN 2 8 1, 5 ao fe pile eho, gS siigh Spe! & po 9 18'e Dt a stie net aa) aac g 34-37 
PERRIINETRYLCISINE eh Maye bias eae ee GAcDiseee oss oie mb wae oles II.00 
PeUMERUSEHONES 204 05 Jo bi Seah dev gata oe whe a yaife & Ste ep EP REN eg 7.83 
MCR Yr tl indus aM ee Ulala (oF 's)s 'elejeNel'e’'s ws Soa w 6 £73.14 
RPE PPeTIE 3S PARE LR esha eek) as elev ase we ula boule eie's 5-00 
MMBMESTITENION OMICES ve tay alt eh sje tele fale Seles se cee eee 164.00 
Peepectne Foxes 10005265... ie AGATE SESS ECAR aie ak a ge 5-00 
Repairs to Typewriter.) 1.2). -2-----.-.--- Teste te aril ts oxo 5-50 
RE ALOU, CCUM ORIG UGS faite) Sicielasi- lsc ene we ee te ws 16.57 
tLe Tr Se Mae hare hah c.e) 3 o atiay 2 hs ne do te 0's aah voile! See 130.00 
Mopcland-—Chaticesom.Co., leaves... 0.2) ee ee eee cp 
Mew OSR eNISeCHANEOUST EXPENSES 2 le ale ees 16.50 
Printing Fox Article...... CISION ASU eee re ee MERE by 5 (otro 
Richard Creed, Miscellaneous Expenses..... Pere a A> phon gran 28.50 
TONE EMORENISIOND 0c ose ood ot! aialcha Careers tyee es Pe ees 3-00 
EROLCELO GAM iii daps ss. a. 5 Ue en Mae OR oe Nid $3 35-00 
PCMSCSPEMIMOIRCINOUNIS.. 20)... csc dios tdne rece OS 19.32 $ 864.14 
Receipts 
By Grant for Prizes for Seed Fairs, 1913 (Dominion)....... $ 389.99 
By Grant for Prizes for Seed Fairs, 1914 (Dominion) ....... 510 20 
By Dominion Agricultural Grant (% of 1913-14)........... 13,264.93 
By Dominion Agricultural Grant (% of 1914-15)........... 13,916.4@ 
By Dominion Agricultural Grant, on acc.................5 6,000. 00: 
PM MomOLeSUNeeD: LISUTANCE, . oc 6 tee sileelnls sic s se ees ; 30.46 
By Fees for Vital Statistic Certificates............... sea 6.75 
Beem iE ME ESGeEMIOLS "HOES 5° 6h a cle leewiae's 2 Vale euliel Me ss, 6a sete mae 129.00 
By Money for Sheep Dipping Tanks and Crooks........... 127.00 
By Fees from Standing Fie!ds of Grain Competition........ 226.00 
BUMEES EOL” SUNIRECE SCHOO! 2 Susi teed oe ek. celia oe 400. 00: 
By Rent, &c., Agricultural Hall, Summerside. .... ...... 113.65 
By Money for Books, Plants, Spray, and Old Stove ........ 78.64 
By Grant for Prizes at Seed Fair (Dominion).............. 640.69) 
Seeeonovtrom- Hoo Circles 2). di fis velPleee c= ans dae els 218.20 


By Dominion Agricultural Grant in full to December 31 .... 1,766.79 $37,818.70" 


Net Expenditure..... 


MURDOCH McKINNON, 


Commissioner of Agriculture. 


(Audited and found correct. ) 


JOHN ANDERSON. 
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EXPENDITURE UNDER THE DOMINION AGRICULTURAL AID 
ACT, FOR YEAR ENDING 31st MARCH, 1914 


By Grant:tor Wear ending (March 31st, 3914). . 22.0). / ka eee $26, 529.85 
To Agricultural Education in connection with P.W. College.$ 3,237.04 
¥e'Short,Courses in’) Agriculture!) es fest SP eas, 2,455.67 
Maine stock JudsinowWlasses se cas Notes 2) LAL as 981.83 
To Demonstration Work in Horticulture, Sheep and Poultry 
PUSAN iy he eee a ARNG SM NIN eae bal eel ie Neat 
To Building an Addition to Agricultural Hall. ......-..... 4,014.96 
Do District Representative Works" an soe dee a, . +e), -2yMOz ore 
TomMomens Institutes! 02.7 7 soe al AED bas SOROS Yoel sce 1,322.29 
Me tiiceASsistance +) eici says PHN An ee,  unrat cam eel 916.67 
To Introducing Nature Study in Public Schools........... 20920 RE 
HoJBalance of Grant+U nexpeaded v'07) 32 el. Ce eee 6,426.48 


$26,529.85 $26,529.85 


MURDOCH McKINNON, 


Commissioner of Agriculture. 
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REPORT 


OF THE 


SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE 


To THE HoNoURABLE MurpocH McKINNoN, 
COMMISSIONER OF AGRICULTURE. 


Sir :-— 


I have the honour to submit the report of the Secretary of Agriculture and 
Superintendent of Farmers’ Institutes for the year 1914. 


The work consists (1) in attending to Department correspondence, (2) in 
preparing Crop and Live Stock bulletins, and articles for the Agricultural Gazette 
and other periodicals and papers, (3) in organizing and arranging for (a) Courses 
in Agriculture and Nature Study (b) for Fairs and Competitions (c) for meetings 
of Agricultural Associations (d) for Institute Lectures and Demonstrations, and (4) 
in supervising generally various Institute activities. 


Department Correspondence 


The correspondence continues to grow heavier year by year, and is hecom- 
ing more varied in character. The advertising the Province had received through 
the development of the Black Fox and Oyster Industries is responsible for some of 
it, but the greater part of it is due to the Department extending its activities 
among farmers anxious to become better acquainted with the underlying principles 
and best known practices of agriculture. The total number of letters received and 
sent out during the year was 33,361 and of pamphlets 9,062. 


Bulletins 


During the summer and autumn four bulletins were prepared and copies of 
them distributed, giving the Crop and Live Stock conditions throughout the Pro- 
vince. The information contained in them was compiled from reports from all the 
school districts and from other sources. They may be found hereafter in the Re- 
port of the Department pages 25 to 36. 


Agricultural Gazette 


In Jannary 1914 the Agricultural Gazette made its first appearance. It is 
the Magazine of organized Agriculture in Canada, 
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The Index to Volume 1. shows the following articles contributed from 
Prince Edward Island :— 


Agriculture in Prince Edward Island. 
Organization of the Department of Agriculture. 
Appropriations for Agriculture 1913. 

Work of the Department of Agriculture in 1913. 


Short Courses ; Annual Meeting of the Dairymen’s Association; Seed Fairs: 
Horse Show ; New Organizations ; Summer School for Teachers ; Field Crop 
Competitions ; Demonstration in Sheep Dipping ; Extension Work in Poultry ; 
Progress of Farmers’ Institutes ; Exhibitions and Fairs ; A Course in Agriculture ; 
Women’s Institutes ; New Buildings Erected ; Work done through the provisions 
of the Agricultural Instruction Act. 


Domestic Science. 


Good Seed Movement in Prince Edward Island ; Importance of Seed Grain; 
Inauguration of Competitions. 


Co-operation. 


Milk Supply to Co-operative Factories and Creameries ; Farmers’ Insti- 
tutes ; Banner Oat Club; Egg Circles; Bedford Farmers’ Co-operative Com- 
pany. 

Agricultural Legislation. 

Appropriations for Agriculture 1914. 


Notes, 


The Protection of Birds, An Educational Campaign ; Fisheries and Game 
Laws. 


The Weed Problem. 
The Swine Industry. 


The Sheep Industry ; Causes for Decline in the industry ; Dipping De- 
monstrations ; The Sheep Breeders’ Association. 


Summer School for Inspectors. 

The Summer School of Science. 

Demonstrations in Spraying. 

Poultry Husbandry. 

First Annual Convention of the Women’s Institutes. 
The Sheep Breeders’ Association. 

Demonstrations in Fruit Packing. 


The Control of Injurious Insects. 
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The Conservation of Soil Moisture. 


Number of Days on which rain fell ; Total Precipitation in inches ; Number 
of Hours of Bright Sunshine. ! 


Fall Fairs. 


Information was prepared and statistics furnished for various financial 
journals and institutions, and many notes prepared for our local press, all dealing 


with agriculture. 
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Short Courses in Agriculture 


The arrangements made for the Short Courses of 1914 differed somewhat 
from those of the previous year. The classes of 1913 were altogether too large 
and the necessary attention could not be given to the difficulties of individual 
students. Accordingly a three week’s course was provided this year, and the 
work was so arranged that certain subjects would be completed each week. 
Storms interfered badly with the arrangements but the courses were an improve- 
ment over the previous year although still better work could be done with smaller 
classes. They began January 5th and concluded on the 24th. 


Practical Instruction was given in Animal Husbandry, Cereal Husbandry, 
Poultry, Horticulture, Dairying and Milk Testing. 


In addition to the regular staff, classes were conducted by the Represen- 
tative of the Federal Department of Agriculture in the Province, by Mr. F. T. 


Morrow, Inspector of Cheese Factories and Creameries; and by Duncan Anderson 
of Orillia, Ontario. 


Practically all the lectures and demonStrations were carried on in the 
Agricultural Hall and in the Annex completed in December of the previous year. 


Short Courses in Household Science 


The experience of the previous year, and the very large number of appli- 
cations received, led to arrangements being made for four courses of two weeks 
each in Household Science, beginning January 5th, and concluding the last of 
February. In this way 100 ladies were accommodated. Miss Katherine James 
was in charge and was assisted by Mrs. A. Ethel Dunbrack, by members of the 
staff of the Department of Agriculture ; by some city doctors ; and by others. 


Nature Study Course 


In June a Course in Nature Study and School Gardening was provided for 
the School Inspectors at Prince of Wales College. Professor Davison was given 
charge. A further account of it will be found in his Report on page sixteen. 
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DIRECTORS OF AGRICULTURE IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS AT WORK IN SCHOOL GARDEN 
AT PRINCE OF WALES COLLEGE 


Summer School for Teachers 


This year the Summer School for teachers was merged with the Summer 
School of Science and was held at Charlottetown from July 7th to 29th, 


There were 517 members enrolled, 371 from Prince Edward Island, 81 from 
Nova Scotia, 50 from New Brunswick, g from the United States and 6 from 
Quebec. 


Five hours each day were devoted to class: work under the best specialists 
in the teaching profession that could be obtained. The remainder of the day was de- 
voted to Laboratory and Field Work, and to evening lectures and discussions. Among Ni 
those who conducted evening meetings were Miss Eleanor Robinson of St. John, 

N. B., Prof. L. A. De Wolfe B. Sc., of the Truro Normal College, and Prof. 
F ernald of Harvard University, Cambridge, Mass. 


ayn 


A large number of scholarships were offered by public spirited citizens of 
the Maritime Provinces for competition at this session of the School. 


The following composed the Faculty of the School and the subjects taught 
by them. 


Report of Commissioner of Agriculture 5 


Prof. George Chavignand, Hele N. S.—Drawing. 
Miss Grace E. Hackett, Boston, Mass.—Drawing. 
Prof. D. S. McIntosh, D. Sc. Halifax, N. S.—Geology. 
Prof. E. henley Allen, Yarmouth, N. S.—Zoology. 


‘Prof. D. W. ‘Hamilton Ph. D., Montreal,» Que. Agriculture and School 
Ca EES : 


Prof. “W.N. Bisede Sussex, N. 'B. Manual Training (Card Board Work.) 
Prof. James C. Clarke, Boston, Mass.—Manual Training. (Wood Work.) 
Prof. S.A. Starratt B. Sc., Boston, Mass. —Physiology. ie 
Miss Mary M.. Wood, New York City. —English Literature. 

Prof. G.B. Reid Ph. Dz , Cambridge, Mass. —Botany. 


Prof. W. J: ped. B. S. As , Charlottetown, P. E. I.—Chemistry. 

Peat. 2S: J. M. Allen Ph. D., Cincinnati, hic =Physics: 

Prof. W. Davison, BS AS Charlottetown, P. E. 1.—Nature Study. 
Prof.-J=.L. Tennant, B.S.A., Charlottetown, P. E. I.—Nature Study. . 
Prof. F. F. Smith, Buzzards Bay, Mass.—Nature’ Study. , 


Miss Bertha Gorman, Charlottetown, P. E. I.—Elocution. 


All the Science Subjects were taught with Special reference to their bearing 
on Agriculture. The School was primarily an Agriculture School for Teachers. P. 
E. I. Teachers to qualify for the bonus were required to take the full course in. 
Drawing, School Gardening, Nature Study, and Manual Training. 


In addition to the above an opportunity was given to teachers to qualify 
for the Teachers’ Certificate in Physical Cultures The Department of Militia and 
Defense furnished two instructors viz., Sgr. Instructor Irlem, of Fredricton, N.B., 
and Instructor M. Miller of Charlottetown. Each teacher w ho qualified was given 
a bonus of $15. by the Department of Militia and Defense. Upward of 300 
qualified. 


Long Course in Agriculture 


The second session of the First Long Course in Agriculture opened on 
January 5th. with an attendance of fifteen, and was coucluded on April .3rd. 
Special peientlon was given to the judging of beef cattle and heavy horses, to 
swine and sheep husbandry, to field husbandry and poultry. English, arithmetic, 
book-keeping and public speaking also formed part of the course. 
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The First session of the Second Course opened on November 16th. and the 
instruction given was similar to that of last year, except that the making of apple 
barrels was included. Professor Landrigan taught the English and Arithmetic. 


LonGc Course StTupENts JUDGING JERSEYS ON THE FARM OF 
Wm. Clark, Nortu WILTSHIRE 
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Seed Fairs 


Seed Fairs were held as usual at Murray River, Souris, Georgetown, Char- 
lottetown and Summerside. They are productive of a great amount of good, not 
only agriculturally but also socially. The Ladies’ Department of the Provincial 
and Central Fairs are becoming more populareach year. There are no “‘ attrac- 
tions ” to draw crowds, but the attendance is not at all diminishing. Further in- 
formation will be found in the tabulated statement of Fairs and Exhibitions, found 
elsewhere in this report. 


Provincial Horse Show 


The Horse Show was an improvement on that of the previous year. Not only 
was there a larger attendance of interested spectators and a larger number of 
entries, but the horses came out in better fit, and were a decided improvement in 
quality. The Auction Sale held on the following day was a decided success. 
Twenty-two horses went under the hammer. 


Fields of Standing Grain Competitions 


The Fields of Standing Grain Competitions were held as usual. Owing to an 
increased subvention from the Federal Department of Agriculture the number was 
increased. A detailed report will be found elsewhere. 


Autumn Fairs and Exhibitions 


Two more were added te the list of Autumn Fairs, one of which was held at 
Souris, in King’s County, and the other at Alberton, in Prince. Notwithstanding 
the very rainy cold weather both were well attended, as were all the Provincial and 
County Exhibitions. 


Fruit Growers’ Association 


The Annual Meeting and Winter Fruit Show of the Fruit Growers’ Association 
was held on December ist and 2nd. The attendance was large and the quality of 
the fruit was excellent. The awards were placed by Mr. G. H. Vroom, Chief Fruit 
Inspector for the Maritime Provinces. 


Poultry Show 


The Annual Poultry Show was held at Summerside December 15th to 17th, 
and was fairly successful. The Pouitry industry continues to make rapid progress. 
The price of dressed poultry was considerably cheaper this autumn, but the total 
value of the export of Poultry products for the year totalled about $800,000.00, 
The following is a statement of prices for the last ten years : 


1905 1906... 1907. 1908 1909 I9I1O0 IQII 1912 - 1913-1914 
June 14c. 1346C., 156. FOG. MOG. P7000 or be. 1G," > 20c, 20¢. 
Sept. 17¢. 16Yyc. 18c. 2OG,) > AORN Te 20C.), OG. 6 “ASE 4 BRL AAS 


Stock Breeders’ Associations 


The Stock Breeders’ Associations have rendered an excellent service to the 
live stock interests of the province through the advertisements carried in the vari- 
ous papers, and the monthly lists of ‘‘ Stock Offered for Sale’ and ‘‘ Wanted to 
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Purchase,” which are sent to the Agricultural Societies of Nova Scotia, New 
Brunswick and Prince Edward Island, and to any individual who may ask to have 
his name placed on the mailing list. 


During the past year the following pure-bred stock were listed for sale : 
Horses, 12; Cows, 73; Sheep, 21; Pigs, 57. 


Stallion Enrollment | 


The enrollment of Stallions has already had a beneficial influence on Horse- 
breeding in this province by decreasing the number of Grades and Cross-breds 
standing for service. Last year there were enrolled 55 Pure-breds, 65 Grades and 
25 Cross-breds. This year the enrollment was 56 Pa breds, 48 Grades and 13 
Cross-breds. 


Sheep Dipping 


Sheep Dipping Demonstrations were carried on again this year. A detailed 
report will be found in the Report of the Instructor of Animal Husbandry. 


Farmers’ Institutes 


There are now fifty-three Farmers’ Institutes in active operation witha 
total membership of 3210. Of these Institutes twelve confine their attention to 
educational and social work, holding regular weekly or monthly meetings, the re- 
mainder perform in addition, the function of Co- operative Associations purchasing 
seeds, fertilizers etc., for ie members and owning or having an interest in Pure ~ 
Bred Bulls, Rams and Boars. 


During the year one hundred and sixty-four directors’ meetings were held and 
three hundred and fifty-three general meetings with an average attendance of 
twenty-seven. Nine Farmers’ Picnics were held and six Institute banquets. 


The following are the value of purchases reported as having been made co- 
operatively by Institute members. 


S eehstrcn Soo re ae ot Seas $7,833.00 Fertilizer ... $3,418.00 
Flour and Cattle Feeds. ...$3,650.00 Wire. 12258 $2,125.00 
aah S a tis ses z-otesat ee crete $1,630.00 Groceries ... $9,500.00 
Binder, twine «<.025 oe. $1,135-00 Miscellaneous $6,299.00 


The following pure bred live stock is reported as being owned by Institutes 
in the Province:—twenty-three Shorthorn bulls, twenty-two Ayrshire, five Holstein 
and two Gurnsey; nineteen Yorkshire Boars, nine Berkshire and six Chesters. 


There are also fifteen Perfection or Chatham Seed Graders owned by the 
Institutes. 


The Annual Meeting of the Farmers’ Central Institute was held in Char- 
lottetown on December ist and 2nd. 


All of which is respectfully submitted 


THEODORE ROSS, 


Secretary of Agriculture. 
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REPORT 


OF THE 


Instructor of Animal Husbandry 


To THE HONOURABLE MurpocH McKINNON, 
COMMMISSIONER OF AGRICULTURE, P. E. ISLAND. 


Sir :— 

I have the honor to submit herewith my report as Instructor of Animal Hus- 
bandry for the year 1914. 

The year in full has been of marked value to the province from the stand- 
point of the increased interest that has followed the development of Live Stock. 
Greater interest is being manifested in all particulars leading toward the general 
improvement of the average farm stock. Pure blood, especially in sires, is being 
fully appreciated and information concerning the feeding and care is being diligent- 
ly sought after and put into practice. Such prevailing endeavor toward improve- 
ment is the forerunner of a greater annual profit for the individual live stock breed- 
er from the increased quality of the animals. The prospects for a reliable market 
for the general classes of live stock are bright and will undoubtedly justify the 
efforts directed towards increased supplies. 


The Work of the Short Course. 


The second annual Short Course in Agriculture was held in Charlottetown 
from January 5th to January 24th. 

Notwithstanding the unsettled weather which hindered the progress of the 
classes, the work of the course was satisfactory. 

Credit and appreciation are due to the breeders of live stock, whose unfailing 
attention in supplying animals for criticism, gave the course a value that was out- 
standing. The quality of the animals secured was excellent, which speaks well 
for the breeders and for the possibility of their example proving that improvement 
is within the range of every man interested in breeding farm animals. 

Valuable assistance was rendered by Mr. Duncan Anderson of the Live Stock 
Branch, Mr. E. S. Archibald, Dominion Husbandman, and others, to whom grate- 
ful appreciation is tendered. 


Long Course Lectures. 


The work of the first Long Course in Agriculture was carried on until April 
3rd. 

The completed course gave the students a comprehensive grasp of Live stock 
breeding, feeding and management from a practical viewpoint. During the last 
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session courses of lectures were given on Beef Cattle, Horses, Sheep, Swine and 
Veterinary Pathology. 

The second Long Course was opened on November 17th, and conducted 
similar to the first one. 

The first session ending December 18th, was taken up with a course of. 
lectures on Dairy Cattle. The breeds that are provincially important received the 
most attention, and the basic principle of judging a dairy cow from the production 
standpoint was applied to all. Breed character received consideration but. was 
secondary. Feeding for milk production was treated in all its phases from general 
consideration to the formulating of a definite ration from feeds that are available 
for each feeder. : > 


Prince of Wales College Lectures. 


A course of twenty five lectures on Live Stock was given to the men students 
of the Second Year of the Prince of Wales College during the last session of the 
year. im 

The Lectures included the judging of the different classes of Live Stock fromm) 
the standpaint of the most approved type, with feeding and management of an ap- 
proved practical nature. 

Institute Meetings. 


The Spring was the first available season in which Farme:’s Institute Meets 
ings were possible. Gratifying results were had in most cases but the weather — 
proved so unsettled that many had to be postponed. The meetings held were 
largely attended and interesting discussions gave evidence of the appreciation that 
attended the work. The subjects used included: .‘‘Care and Application of 
Farmyard Manure,” ‘‘ Live Stock Raising,” ‘ Breeding and Feeding of Dairy 
Cattle,” ‘* Beef Cattle,” ‘‘Horses,” ‘‘ Sheep ” and ‘‘ Swine” 


Sheep Dipping Demonstrations. 


The demonstration of sheep dipping as a useful practical part of successful 
sheep-raising was commenced during the season of 1913. The acceptance that 
this work met with and the excellent results that followed were sufficient to justify. 
a continuation during the season of 1914. During the first season the two outfits © 
used were operated in the Western and Eastern parts of the province. The second 
season the outfits were operated in the South Eastern and South Western parts, 
commencing at Orwell and Cumberland respectively. Approximately, 13,500 
Sheep have been dipped during the two seasons. The satisfaction that has follow- 
ed these demonstrations is being felt and commented on from a larger territory ~ 
than it was possible to cover. This may be taken as a forecasting of the general 
adoption of sheep-dipping as a necessary part of the work connected with the 
raising of sheep Already many sections have secured Dipping Tanks in a co- 
operative way, which has the advantage of making the average cost of dipping a 
flock a mere trifle. Such an improvement in management will be a valuable aid to 
the increased value of sheep breeding in this province. 


~ 


Live Stock Judging. 
During the past Exhibition season I judged classes of stock at Souris, 
Georgetown, Summerside and Egmont Bay. The stock in general was an im- 
provement over the previous year as a result of the open competition in the Show 
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Ring and the other interests that are promoting improvement. The spectators are 
anxious to gain all the information that is available which is an indication of fur- 
ther improvement to be expected. 

Live Stock Judging Classes were held in connection with Farmers’ Picnics at 
Kelvin and Hope River, at which meetings of a general agricultural nature were 
held. 

Throughout many sections the wish was, to have the lecturer visit the herds 
of stock and offer suggestions regarding improvement. This procedure occupied 
’ from one to three days in each section. Such work was undertaken at Kelvin, 
Springfield Lot 8, Glenwood, Freetown, Searletown, Kingston, North River, 
Cornwall, Maximville, Abrams Village, St. Chrysostome and Wellington. The 
interest of most communities toward improvement is of a cooperative nature, and 
where not found, it is encouraged as a means of getting the best general results. 


The Live Stock of the Province 
‘ HORSES 


The price paid for horses during the past year has not averaged as high as 
formerly. This applies particularly to heavy classes. The main cause for such 
decrease is on account of the European war which has temporarily stagnated the 
trade for which such horses would be used. Late in the year the province was 
visited by horse buyers from the Imperial Government, who purchased several 
carloads of horses for the war. These men passed criticism on the Provincial type 
of horses as not being adapted for warring purposes. The principal demand has 
been for a horse of light to medium draft weight, and such a type should still be 
fostered in the hope that in the near future it will be renewed and that war horses 
will be unnecessary. Regardless of where horses are being purchased for the war, 
the prices for all classes will advance when it is over and then the reliability of ad- 
hering to our present type will be seen. 

Our heavy horses are improving in quality and uniformity of breeding. This 
comes from using the best blood available, which is the cheapest by the time the 
colt is three years old. 


The light horse is demanding a usual average price throughout the province. 
In this class more weight is necessary to demand the highest recognition. Horses 
of 15% to 164 hands weighing 1050 to 1125 lbs. commands a market that is al- 
ways reliable. 


Beef Cattle 


Beef cattle raising is increasing. The dual purpose type of Shorthorn de- 
mands most recognition, and promises to establish an increase in the beef supply 
which will meet with ready demand. Prices remain at.a high average though 
making a decline toward the end of the year, owing to increased numbers being 
placed on the market at the demand of those supplying the army. Future pros- 
pects predict higher prices for some time to come, but it is hoped that even then 
the breeding females of established herds will not be sacrificed. 


Dairy Cattle 


The past season has averaged high for the breeders of Dairy cattle. The 
production of some sections was in advance of many past seasons and prices ruled 
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high but showed a decline toward the close of the season on account of trade being 
temporarily blocked and shipping firms not stocking with the usual supply. 
Increased interest is being given to the improvement of the quality of the aver- 
age dairy cow. More pure bred sires are being used, largely due to the efforts of 
the Dominion Live Stock Branch organizing centres for cooperative breeders. 
The future looks bright for both improvement of stock and prices -for dairy pro- 
duce. Concentrates used for dairy cows have been lower than usual and will con- 
tinue to be until European countries have regained their normal demand for such. 


Sheep 


The number of sheep is gradually increasing throughout the province and the 
increase is superior in quality to those kept before. Many pure bred sires have 
been added to the province during the past year and these with better general care 
of the ewes will enhance the value of the flocks. Prices have averaged higher this 
season than before and will likely be maintained high for seasons to come. Dip- 
ping is being generally adopted as a necessity and is being followed by such ad- 
ditions as, preparing the lambs for market in the Autumn to gain greater profit. 


Swine 


The quality of pork has maintained its high average throughout the year. 
Prices were not realized in accordance with expectations on account of the earlier 
shipments being full enough to fill the markets. This will be overcome by a grad- 
ual clearing when prices will be resumed at a high level. The expectations for high 
prices would justify an increase in the numbers kept on the average farm, as no 
class of stock will produce flesh more economically. Interest is being shown in the 
improvement of the stock kept and in the feeding and care. 


Respectfully submitted, 
W. J. REID, 


Instructor in Animal Husbandry. 
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REPORT 


OF 


The Instructor in Field Husbandry 


To THE HoNoURABLE MurpocH McKInnon, 
COMMISSIONER OF AGRICULTURE. 


Sir:— 


I have the honour to submit herewith my report of work done, for the year 
ending Dec 31st, 1914. 


Report 


The introduction of Short Courses in Agriculture in this province has met with 
decided results and marks a new era in agricultural progress. The second of these 
short courses was held during the first three weeks in January, with a large and 
enthusiastic attendance. My activities in this course were confined to the treatment 
of cereals and fodder crops. Practical demonstrations were given in grain judging, 
weed seed identification, the grading and judging of small seeds, and a series of 
lectures delivered on cultural methods and subjects intimately connected with ag- 
ronomy. In this work I was aided very considerably by Mr. J. A. Clark, Super- 
intendent of the Dominion Experimental Farm, who supplied material, in addition 
’to lectures, and personal assistance in various ways. 


Long Course 


The Long Course in Agriculture which was started in November of the pre- 
vious year, was continued threugh the winter months until April. Although this 
course was conducted for the first time, all connected with it carry a firm convict- 
ion that as a progressive move its importance is considerable, the results already 
justifying the expense and trouble involved. 


A full course was given in weed seed identification, judging and classification 
of grains and small seeds, together with lectures on soil treatment, a full explana- 
tion of the phenomena to be encountered in cultivation, a study of the different 
manures, drainage operations and kindred topics. The interest taken by the 
students and the small numbers of them gave the instructors a splendid opportunity 
for individual attention, which brought about better results than would have been 
the case had the numbers been larger, 


e is being carri agai i nd a similar course of 
The Long Cours being carried on again this year, and a simil f 


studies will be pursued, though an effort is being made to improve and enlarge it 
in many places. 
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Seed Fairs 


The inauguration of Seed Fairs at different points on the island has met with 
a good response, and exhibits are slowly increasing in quality, the numbers of en- 
tries in each case being iarge. This improved quality of the grain and other pro- 
ducts exhibited, as well as an increased average yield, show that the fairs are 
accomplishing the object for which they were designed. That a keen interest is 
being taken by the farmers is indicated by the large numbers who attend these 
fairs, the careful way in which the judging is followed and discussed, and the im- 
proved quality of the exhibits. Successful seed fairs were held this year at Murray 
River, Souris, Summerside, Georgetown and Charlottetown. It is to be regretted 
that at the two larger fairs, the one held in Charlottetown in particular, more 
opportunity was not given for examination of the exhibits, and buying and selling 
of seed. The distribution of prize winning seed is of the greatest value and im- 
portance and every opportunity should be given for farmers to obtain the best 
seed. Work is now in hand which will improve these conditions next year. 


Banner Oat Club : 


To further encourage the production of pure seed, true to name, and of good 
quality ; and to enable producers of such seed to get a better price for it, the 
Banner Oat Club was formed in 1913. To obtain sale through this organization, 
grain must be entered in the competitions in fields of standing grain, and must 
make a score of 19% out of 20 for freedom from other varieties and other kinds of 
grain. Last year the total output was sold in Summerside for 50 cts. a bushel un- 
cleaned. At a meeting of the Club held last spring a standard was adopted, up to 
which all threshed grain must score, before being shipped with the name of the 
club attached. A great deal of interest has been created by this association, and 
during the past summer an increased number of farmers had their oats inspected 
in the field, with a view to selling it through the club in the coming spring. At 
the time of writing no sales have been made, but no doubt a good price will be 
obtained before long : 


Field Crop Competitions. 


Another organization which has been of great importance in bringing about 
the production of better and purer seed, has been the Competitions in Fields of 
Standing Grain. These competitions have been conducted for a number of years 
and have gradually increased in popularity, with the result that this year an in- 
creased appropriation for their continuance was made by the Federal Government. 
This rendered a re-distribution of the districts possible, so that each county was 
divided into three districts instead of two, as was the case before, and in addition 


the prize list was augmented. In order to get a larger entry, I spent some time ~ 


during the summer in visiting those sections from which we have previously receiv- 
ed no enteries, endeavoring to point out the advantages of the competitions, and 
to get some of the farmers to compete. These factors, together with an increas- 
ing interest which already existed, brought about a much stronger entry than ever 
before. In fact the number of entries were almost doubled, there being a total of 


278 enteries as compared with 161 of last year. As the number of enteries — 


was considerably larger, and as the inspection of the C. S. G. A. plots, which was 
this year undertaken by the local department, was done at the same time as the- 


EE, a ee 


- 


° 
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judging for the crop competitions, the number of judges for this work had to be 
increased, seven judges being employed. 
The report of the Competitions is to be found elsewhere in this Report. 


Additional Work. 


In addition I helped with the judging at Charlottetown and Souris Exhibitions, 
attended a number of Farmers’ Institute meetings at various places and drew up a 
course of study suitable for discussion at these meetings, arranging them accord- 
ing to their suitability to the season. 


Teaching of Agriculture and Nature Study in the Prince of 
Wales College 


It is a pleasure to be able to report progress in the work at Prince of Wales 
College. The course given by me last year has been strengthened in several 
places where previous experience has indicated weakness, and greater efforts have 
been made to excite the interest of the students in the subjects connected with 

-Nature Study. In addition, the arrangement of a course for the School Inspectors, 
and the school garden which was started in conjunction with the College have all 
given a stimulus to the work which would not have been otherwise possible. 

During the winter term, the students of the first year at Prince of Wales 
College were given a course in Nature Study which was of a somewhat general 
nature. The identification of weed seeds occupied a good deal of time, while 
concurrently a series of lessons relating to soil phenomena was given. Later in 
the term, work was taken up which embraced a brief study of some of our lower 
forms of animal life, more particular emphasis being laid on the insects. This 
latter part of the work seemed to hold out special attraction to the students not- 
withstanding the lack of facilities for the use of specimens for illustration. 

In the autumn term a course in Botany was given to both First and Second 
Year students. In the First Year our common weeds and garden flowers were 
examined and drawn, their relationships to each other and to insects were discussed, 
and the morphology and physiology of different plant organs were touched on. In 
the Second Year, practical work in plant identification and classification took up 
the bulk of the time allotted, and an effort was made to give the students a thorough 
training in the use of the botanical key. The remainder of the term was occupied 
in a fairly detailed study of Plant Morphology. 

For use in the Inspectors course, as well as in the Summer School of Science, 
part of the ground to the east of the college building was made use of for school 
gardens. The ground was prepared the previous fall and ploughed again in the 
spring. A woven wire fence was erected all around the plot, which is proof 
against dogs etc., and protects the plots from damage. One end of the ground 
was planted with shrubs and laid down to grass, the whole effect being an en- 
deavour to represent suggestions in the beautifying of our public school grounds. 
The rest was kept cultivated and divided off into small plots for use by individual 
teachers. At the same time a number of flowering shrubs were planted round the 
college building in an effort to enhance its appearance. Owing to poor soil con- 
ditions and a certain. amount of wilful destruction by outsiders, some of these 
shrubs died, but a large number have done very well and should produce some of 
the desired effects in a few seasons. 
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In addition to the regular classes, a special coursein Nature Study was de- 
signed and given to the School Inspectors for three weeks in June. In this course 
assistance was given by Mr. F. F. Smith of Buzzards Bay, Massachusetts, who 
was specially engaged for the purpose, and also by the Department of Education 
and members of both Federal and Provincial Departments of Agriculture. 
Practical work in the school garden was given, each inspector performing all the 
operations of preparing the soil, planting seeds, shrubs, etc. The classwork was 
altogether confined to such subjects as would have a direct bearing on the teaching 
of Nature Study, but was of an advanced nature. In conjunction with the course 
were held a number of conferences, attended by the Principal of Prince of Wales 
College, the Superintendent of Education, Secretary for Agriculture, Inspectors 
and Instructors. At these meetings a skeleton course of Nature Study suitable for 
public schools was drawn up and discussed, and is now in use through the schools 
of the province. 

Following on the Inspectors’ Course came the Summer School of Science for 
the Maritime Provinces which was held in July in Prince of Wales College and 
which was largely attended. A very large percentage of the teacher students 
present was made up of Island teachers. At this school my work was chiefly in 
connection with school gardens. The ground already mentioned behind the 
college was laid off into beds and planted by the teachers and lectures given to 
amplify and supplement the practical work. That a great deal of interest was 
aroused was shown by the large number of teachers who visited the ground through 
out the season to observe the results of their efforts in July. 

Throughout the different courses there was noticeable a very satisfactory tone, 
the students in every case showing a desire to get a grasp of the work which was 
very gratifying to the instructors and which is bound to be followed by satisfactory 
results. In ‘fact during the term which has just closed, evidences of different 
kinds have come up which indicate that a newer and deeper interest is taken in 
Nature Study throughout the schools of the Province than ever hefore. 


Respectfully submitted, 


W. DAVISON, 
Instructor in Field Husbandry. 
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REPORT 


OF THE 


District Representative for King’s County 


To THE HonouRABLE MurpocH MCKINNON, 
COMMISSIONER OF AGRICULTURE, P.E.I. 


Sir:— 
I have the Honour to present herewith my report for the eight months ending 
December 31st, 1914. 


Horticulture 


The past season was an off season in apple production. In addition to this, 


_ climatic conditions were rather unfavorable during part of the blooming season. 


Frost did considerable damage in many sections especially to the later blooming 
varieties. There was an unusually large June drop. Early varieties were a good 
crop, particularly Red Astrachan and Duchess. Fall varieties were only medium 
with the possible exception of the Wealthy. This variety generally bore well. 
Winter apples were a light crop. 

The market for apples was rather uncertain due to conditions caused by the 
war in Europe. Owing to the high transatlantic freight rates and the difficulty of 
securing space on ocean going vessels, much of the fruit grown in the neighbor- 
ing provinces, which is usually shipped to the British markets, was placed on the 
markets at home and in Newfoundland. In addition to this many industrial con- 
cerns closed down, thus throwing a large number of people out of work. These 
people without work were unable to purchase as freely as usual and consequently 
the demand for fruit was lessened. On account of these causes prices received 
this year for apples were much lower than usual. Some Wealthies shipped to New- 
foundland markets netted the growers seventy cents per box f. o. b. their shipping 
station. No. 1 Gravensteins sold on the local markets at $2.50 per barrel, while 
No. 1 Kings and Spies brought $3.50 to $4.00 per barrel. 

Insect injuries were not very bad this year and there were no serious outbreaks. 
In a few districts the canker worm did some damage. Bud moth was present to a 
slight extent. The codling moth was also at work as usual but did not seem to be 
very bad. Oyster shell scale is present and is doing considerable damage in many 
unsprayed orchards. 

Apple scab was the only fungus disease doing much damage. This disease 
caused a good deal of loss again in uncared for orchards. The percentage of No. 
1 fruit in many of our Island orchards would be much higher if spraying was more 
generally practiced. 


18 Report of Commissioner of Agriculture 


During May and June considerable time was spent in the pruning and spraying 
of orchards in the districts surrounding Georgetown, Montague, Charlottetown and | 
Summerside. In this work I had the, assistance of Messrs. Shaw, Coughlin, } 
Cass and McDonald. Three spray outfits, each in charge of a man, were sent out | 
to do spraying for farmers who wished help along this line. As far as possible 
wherever spraying was done stress was laid on the importance of thorough spraying 
and of spraying at the right time. The orchard at Falconwood was also pruned 
carefully and sprayed three times. 


Two hundred and fifty gallons of home made concentrated lime sulphur were 
manufactured at the Agricultural Hall. This was sold to those wanting it at cost. 
Instruction and help in grafting was given at a few places where it was required. 


LONG CouRSE STUDENTS LEARNING Box-PACKING 


During the fall a good deal of time was spent in giving instruction and assist- 
ance in the grading and packing of apples in barrels and boxes to farmers on their 
own farms. An effort was made to point out the quality that was wanted in No.1 
and No. 2 apples. They were shown the different styles of box packs and how to 
choose the style of pack suitable for the size and shape of the apple they were pack- 
ing. This work aroused a good deal of interest and seemed to be appreciated by 
those for whom it was done. 

In order to make apple production on the Island more profitable than it is at 
present two things are required—more thorough spraying at the right time and better 
grading and packing of the product for the market. 


| EERE 
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Summer School of Science and Inspectors’ Short Course. 


A course of three lectures on Fruit Growing was given to the students of the 
Summer School of Science. This course covered the general care and cultivation 
of an orchard, selection of varieties, pruning, spraying, etc. 


I also assisted Professor Davison withthe practical work in School Gardening. 


One Lecture on Rural School fairs were given to the school inspectors at 
their Short Course. 


Field Crop Competitions and Canadian Seed Growers’ Association. 


I judged the fields entered in the Standing fields of Grain competition for the 
district of East Queen’s. A full report of this appears elsewhere. 


I also inspected the plots and fields of registered seed grain for C. S. G. A. 
members in this district at the same time. 


Judging at Exhibitions. 


I attended the exhibition at Charlottetown, Alberton, Summerside and Egmont 
Bay and assisted with the judging at these places. The exhibits as a rule were of 


good quality. 


Visiting Schools. 


Some time was spent on different ocassions during the fall with the school in- 
spectors in King’s county. Twenty-five schools were visited and a short time 
spent with the children at each school on some branch of agriculture. Where the 
weather permitted and conditions were suitable the children were taken outside for 
work in the identification of weeds. The plan followed was to have each child 
collect as many different kinds of weeds as he or she could find. Then the collect- 
ions which each child had made were gone over one by one to see how many they 
could call by name and the unknown ones were identified. Different children in 
many cases would collect specimens of the same plant and it was found that by 
the time all the specimens were gone over the children had learned the names of 
most of the plants they did not know before. In some schools I was able to 
make use of the weed seed collection to give the ‘children some work in the 
identification of weed seeds. The nature, habit of growth and means of eradica- 
tion were taken up and an effort made to teach the child how to control weeds. 
In a few schools the plant was discussed and the functions and use of the root, 
stem, leaf and flower described. In schools where it was the intention to have a 
school garden the following season a few suggestions were given on the prepara- 
tion of the soil, the planning of the garden, the size and suitable arrangement of 
the plots, kinds of plants to grow, keeping of records, etc. As far as possible 
questions were asked to bring out the knowledge the children themselves possessed 
concerning the different matters under discussion. The boys and girls were in- 
terested in this subject and it was an easy matter to hold their attention. In 
several schools the pupils, under the direction of the teacher, had made collections 
of weeds, weed seeds, or insects, and many of the teachers had given considerable 
instruction in agriculture. In three schools visited the older pupils were keeping 
very complete weather records. Four of the schools have had school gardens _ for 
one or more years, and as a rule they have been well cared for. The inspectors 
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were very much interested in their work and were doing all they could to assist 
the teachers in the teaching of agriculture and the planning of school garden and 
home project work. In some schools the teachers were very much handicapped in 
their work on account of the irregular attendance of the pupils. 


Long Course. 


The Second Long Course in Agriculture opened on November the 16th with 
twelve students. During the first three weeks a course in the box packing of 


apples was given. Three hours per day were devoted to this work. Instruction. 


was given in the grading of apples and the different styles of packing in boxes 
were explained. Apples were obtained from various sources and graded, packed 
and marked by the student. These were either disposed of locally or shipped to 
Newfoundland. <A packing competition was held at the Fruit show in which all 
the students took part. The judge in awarding the prizes stated that the packing 
was uniformly good. 


About two and one-half hours per day during the last two weeks of the fall 
term were spent in making barrels. Mr. A. E. Dewar of Charlottetown had 
charge of this work. Each student was given careful instruction and considerable 
practice in each operation connected with barrel making. 


A short course of lectures on Horticulture was given to the students covering — 
the general care and management of an orchard, including location, cultivation, © 


pruning, spraying, grafting, etc. 


Meetings. 


I attended and addressed meetings at the following places : St. Peters, May, 
4; St. Margarets, Oct. 26; Priest’s Pond, Oct. 27; North Lake, Oct. 28; 
Kingsboro, Oct. 29th ; East Baltic, Oct. 30; Mayfield, Nov. 2; St. Teresa, Nov. 
4; St. Georges, Nov. 5, Cumberland Hill, Nov. 6; Kelvin, Dec. 28; St. Marks, 
Dec. 29. At the majority of these meetings the attendance was good and there 
was considerable discussion. 


A part of my time was spent in the office attending to correspondence, planning 
work, preparing crop reports, etc. 


Respectfully submitted, 
L J. TENNANT, 


District Representative. 


a, 


Oey 
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REPORT 


OF THE 


Supervisor of Women’s Institutes 


To THE HONOURABLE MurpDocH MCKINNON, 
COMMISSIONER OF AGRICULTURE, P. E. ISLAND. 


Sir:— 


I have the pleasure of presenting herewith for your consideration a synoptic 
Report of the women’s Institute Division for ten months ending December 31, 1914. 


Entering upon the duties of Supervisor of the women’s Institutes for this 
province in March, 1914, I beg to say that the work of this branch between Jan- 
uary 1st and that time was under the direction of Miss Katherine James, who devoted 
most of that period to Short Course Work, little Institite field work being done. 
I also assisted during those two months in the teaching of the classes held in con- 
nection with the above mentioned work. 


During the first two weeks in office I acted as judge at the Seed Fairs held at 
Summerside and Charlottetown. Was absent from duty for three weeks during the 
month of August. 


Miss Helena C. McDonald, Montague, was appointed as Assistant Supervisor 
and reported for duty on April 27th. Miss McDonald assisted in the work until 
September 1st when she was granted-leave of-absence for the purpose of attending 
the Short Course in Household Economics at St. Anne de Bellevue, Quebec, and re- 
turned to her work again in the latter part of December. 


Miss Hazel L. Sterns, Souris, reported for duty as Assistant Supervisor on 
September 2oth, attending and assisting me in the judging of the Household Science 
exhibits at Georgetown and Summerside. 


A small number of meetings were attended during the month of May, active 
field. work commencing in June. 


The First Annual Women’s Institute Convention was held on June 29th and 
June 30th when an instructive programme was presented. Among the subjects ta- 
ken up were demonstrations in dressmaking and house furnishings, with papers on 
Medical Inspection in the schools, Care of the teeth, Infant Feeding, lectures on 
Illustrated School Gardens and the explanation of the work of the Canadian Handi- 
craft Association through a letter written to the ladies in convention by Miss Carrie 
Holman, President of the Prince County branch of the Canadian Handicraft Guild. 
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A feature in connection with this part of the programme was a display of over thirty 
pieces of work done by the women of the province of Quebec. Thirty-five Institute 
members attended the Convention. 


There are now thirty-one Institutes in the province with an aggregate member- 
ship of 750. 


The Institutes have done a great deal for the neglected school and its surround- 
ings. They have appreciated the lack of sanitation in some cases and the uninviting 
schoolroom in others and have improved the conditions in every district where they 
are represented. Large sums of money have been realized in some sections through 
the medium of the Women’s Institutes and have been placed at the disposal of 
those in charge of funds for the War Relief Work or have been expended on ma- 
terials and made up into useful garments for the soldiers and suffering Belgians. 
Encouragement along educational lines has been given the pupils in some of the 
schools through the offering of awards for highest standing in certain subjects. The 
outlook for the ensuing year in the Women’s Institute Branch is most encouraging. 


Seventy-five regular Institute Meetings have been attended by the supervisors 
and fourteen public meetings have been held for the purpose of introducing the 
work and organizing Institutes in sections desiring to take up the same. A num- 
ber of meetings were advertised to be held but were cancelled on account of incle- 
ment weather. 


The following tables give information concerning the Institutes now existing 
in the province. 


A. ETHEL DUNBRACK, 


Supervisor. 
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Crop and Live Stock Bulletin 


JUNE REPORT 


PUBLISHED BY 


The Department of Agriculture of Prince Edward Island 


JUNE 22ND, 1914. 


The weather with the exception of the past two weeks has been cool and back- 
ward, and wind storms have been prevalent. 


Snow fell on May ist. There was frost on May 13th and 16th and heavy 
rains on May roth and 28th, with thunder on the latter date. Light rainfalls 

__ occurred on the 5th, 6th, 9th, rith, 14th and 3oth. 

_ The highest temperature reported at the Experimental Farm was 74 deg. and 
the lowest 3414 deg. The mean temperature was 52.46 deg. Two inches of rain 
fell on June 5th, and1% inches on June 16th. There were also light showers on 

st, 4th, 5th, 17th, and 22nd, and heavy rain on the 2oth. 


Field Crop Conditions 


HAY AND CLOVER—An average yield of hay is promised and in Prince 
County the indications are especially good. Clover has suffered from winter in- 
_ ‘jury to some extent, as well as from spring frosts, the greatest amount of damage 
___ being reported from Queens County. 


“WHEAT—The general prospects are for nearly anaverage crop. Most favour- 
able reports are from King’s County, though the yield will be ‘somewhat affected 
by excessive rain and continued cold. Damage from this source is marked in 

Prince County. It is early yet for any injury from the Hessian Fly or Joint Worm. 


er OATS—At the present time indications point towards an average crop of oats. 
_ The acreage in some localities has increased. In others some damage has been 
done on low lands by the wet season. The crop as a whole is backward 


BARLEY—While only a small amount of barley is grown, the crop this year 
_ seems to occupy about the same acreage as in previous years, as is the case with 
__ the other ‘grains the crop is backward and suffering from the cold, and in fact 
_ some remains to be sown, especially in the West. Germination is good, and 
ohn appearances are satisfactory. In Prince the crop is somewhat backward, 
while most advance is shown in Queen’s. 


ext. 


PEAS—Peas are chiefly grown in mixtures for feed, but both alone and with 
_ other grains peas are given a good appearance, and are up to the average. 
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CORN—Most of the corn crop is not yet planted and in very few cases is 
there any showing above ground. The cold wet spring is very unfavourable for 
the growth of this crop. ‘ 


POTATOES—Most correspondents report that potatoes are not yet up. The — 
early crop is making good growth. In Prince County the acreage appears to be 
rather greater than usual. 


ROOTS—Roots are only just sown and in some sections sowing is not finish- 
ed and no forecasts can be made. 


Fruit 


APPLES—There is an abundance of bloom on early and fall varieties. With 
the exception of a few districts winter varieties also show a fair amount of bloom. 
The trees were later coming into bloom than usual. Frosts in a few sections have 
done some damage, more particularly in Queen’s and Prince Counties, One 
correspondent from Alberton reports canker worms and bud moth very bad in that 
district. At Malpeque, the prospects for apples are not good. Bud Moth and 
Oyster Shell Bark Louse are doing some injury in unsprayed orchards. 


PLUMS—Prospects for plums are unfavorable. Black Knot has killed many 
trees and impaired the vitality of others. 


CHERRIES—The indications for cherries are good. Damage from frost has 
been slight. 


BUSH FRUITS—tThere will be about an average crop of bush fruits. The 
frost possibly will effect the yield slightly. 


STRAWBERRIES—Indications point to a fair crop, nothwithstanding some 
damage by frost. There was also some winter injury. 


Live Stock Conditions. 


HORSES—tThe demand for horses is brisk, and prices are holding good. 
The tendency of horse-breeders is towards the heavier type, which will establish a 
reliable market. A number of correspondents report losses among spring foals 
which is attributed to severe weather conditions. | These losses have occurred for 
the most part in Prince and Queen’s Counties. 


CATTLE—tThe general weather conditions of the winter have been hard on 
cattle. In many sections they came out in thin condition which is largely due to a 
considerable amount of the feed being spoiled by the wet weather during the fall 
previous. The well bred animals of either milk or beef type are in demand at 
prices much better than usual. 


SHEEP—The number of sheep is steadily on the increase and the crop of 
lambs is favourably reported on from all parts. Fewer losses have been reported 
this season than usual. Most of the fiocks have wintered in a well fleshed con- 
dition and with a prevailing anticipation for high prices, this will prove to be the 
most profitahle class of live stock kept on the farm. Splendid results were obtain- 
ed from the the Sheep-dipping Demonstrations which were conducted by the De- 
partment of Agriculture in 1913. Demonstrations are being conducted again this 
year. 
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SWINE—The high prices realized for this class of live-stock during the past 
season has had the result of causing a scarcity. Young pigs are selling at from 
$6.00 to $8.50 a pair, at four to six weeks of age. Large losses have been report- 
ed in many instances among spring litters. 


HENS—There is a considerable increase in the number of hens kept, directly 
due to the high prices realized for poultry products. More attention is being paid 
to the raising of a higher grade of poultry. The spring hatch is favourably report- 
ed except in a few cases where wet weather is responsible for losses. 


GEESE AND TURKEYS—This springs hatch of geese is comparatively 
small, as is the crop of turkeys. The prevailing opinion is that the early wet weather 
has caused a considerable loss especially among the turkeys. 


General Conditions. 


PASTURES—Cold weather kept the pastures back early in the spring, but 
growth has been rapid during the last few weeks. 


MILK SUPPLY—In general the supply of milk is up to the average. A few 
districts report a scarcity. Lack of feed caused some to reduce their stock, and in 
some sections there is a gradual change from dairy to beef cattle. Factories were 
later commencing operations than usual. 


EGGS—tThe supply of eggs is very plentiful in nearly all districts. The Egg 


Circles are giving excellent satisfaction and more attention is being paid to the egg 


production than formerly. The quality also, is much better. As one correspon- 
dent puts it ‘‘ We are beginning to find out how to feed hens for profit.” 


FIELD CROP COMPETITIONS—It is too early yet to anticipate the num- 
ber of enteries for these competitions, but judging by the interest that has been 
taken formerly in this direction a large entry may be expected. The redistribution 
of the districts and the increased number of prizes will cause added interest. 


LABOR AND WAGES—Farm help is scarce. This is being accentuated 
by the public works that are in process of construction in various parts of the Pro- 
vince. Wages for Agricultural labor varies from $1.00 to $1.50 per day, and 
from $18.00 to $25.00 per month with board. 
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Crop and Live Stock Bulletin 
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JULY REPORT 


The following is the report on the state of the crops and the conditions of 


the live stock in Prince Edward Island under date of July 30th, 1914. 
Tue WeaTHER—The following table shows the mean temperature and 
precipitation during the past three months, in comparison with former years, and 


with the average temperature aud precipitation for the past ten years :— 


MEAN TEMPERATURE 


1905 1906 1907 1908 1909 1910 I9It I912 1913 ional one 
May 46.8 49.8 44.3 48.2 47.3 49-4 52.2 50.0 45.3 47-4 48.5 
June 55-0 §5-0- 550-2 50-3 ¢ G0.3.) 56.0 4 58.0 58:2) 55-2. 57-0) 54.7 
July 66:9) 67.9) 19321) ibd. 2) 966; 7.66:9) 4. 60.8, 65.8 © 63. 3.8 69.7.1 65-5 
| PRECIPITATION 
Inches Inches Inches Inches Inches Inches Inches Inches Inches Inches Inches 
May BAZ SOc i AeOEN 3 OM 20495.) 0540) (2274 000.871 2-00) 62.05 
June 2 SOmmes 30) Waals EO Gan Or7 4d e409) PU2sOle. 25874. 10-02) 12, A7e no.Rz 
July BOR 87 er Gent cen 48h 4lsge (e274 53 4.22 “9 -5.75 \ aeaz 
The spring was backward and the month of June cool with a considerable 
rainfall. The first few days of July were warm with no rain. Since July 12th, 


however rain has falien frequently and coupled with warm weather good growth 
has resulted. 


Crop Conditions 


Hay—Generally speaking hay is a good crop. Where it was protected 
clover is plentiful, but in many sections it is scarce, owing to injury by winter and 
spring frosts. Since the recent rains and warm weather timothy has improved, 
rapidly. Previous to that it was short, though thick in the bottom. Hay making 
is now general throughout the Province. 


WueaTt—All reports point toward a crop of wheat fully up to the average, 
although in some sections the damp cold weather, early in the season, caused loss, 
especially in low ground. Like other grains, wheat is late, only now coming into 
head. Joint worm is doing some injury in King’s County. Weeds are plentiful 
the cold weather favouring their development. In Prince some correspondents 
report a thin stand but vigorious growth. 


Oats—Over the whole Province, oats is above average. The plants have 
made strong growth and stooled well. On low lying land the crop has suffered 
from too much rain and weeds are plentiful. The grain is now coming into head, 
and with favorable weather, should give an abundant yield. 


BarLEY—Barley is grown only in small quantities, being sown chiefly as a 
mixture. Indications point to a heavy crop. In King’s and Qneen’s Counties 
some damage by frost is reported. 


Preas—Like barley, peas is grown chiefly with other grains for fodder pur- 
poses, and in some sections vetches is supplanting peas for green feed: The 
growth is very heavy in most cases, though in King’s some correspondents report 
backward conditions. 


Cor} , but that part of the crop which 
was sown early made poor growth. Some of the seed was destroyed by the wet 
weather. 


PoraToEs— Potatoes are well up to the average this year. Some misses in 
the seed are reported, esdecially in low ground. Bugs are very numerous. Some 
damage has been done by cut worms. 


Roots—Turnips and mangles have made good growth, but carrots are not 
up to the same standard. Both late and early roots are promising well, though 
the flea bettle and grub have caused some losses. 


App_es—In nearly every section apples were effected by the late frosts in- 
juring the blossoms. Early varieties will be quite plentiful, but the later kinds 
are scarce. This, coupled with a heavy June drop will cause the crop to be con- 
siderably below the average. Insect injury does not seem to be of a serious 
nature this season. 


P_tumMs—A large percentage of the plum trees throughout the Province have 
been killed or stunted by Black Knot. Where the trees blossomed, the late spring 
frosts caused a good deal of havoc. The crop wiil be a light one, 


Cuerrres—Cherries are a medium crop, some correspordents report heavy 
crops especially in King’s County. In some parts of Prince the fruit did not set 
well. Very few reports of insect injury were received and on the whole the quality 


of the fruit is good. 


STRAWBERRIES—Where exposed, strawberries were winter killed to quite an 
extent. A very strong showing of bloom gave only a fair yield as a result of the 
late spring frosts. 


BusH Fruirs—In King’s County gooseberriesareagood crop butin Queen’sand 
Prince a number of bushes were damaged by the saw-fly larvae. Currants and 
raspberries are only medium and were injured to some extent where no spraying 
was done. 


Weeps—The Ox-eye Daisy is general all over the Island. In King’s, 
Yarrow, Mustard and Sow Thistle are commonest, in the order mentioned. In 
Queen’s in addition to the above, Orange Hawkweed is bccoming common, 
especially along the roadsides. Aside from the Daisy, Sow Thistle is most pre- 
valent, in Prince, while Canada Thistle is also doing a lot of damage. 

In King’s County Mustard and Ragwort are appearing in sections hereto- 
fore free from them, while Orange Hawkweed and Ragwort are new weeds to 
some districts in Queens and Prince Counties, 


Live Stock Conditions 


Horses—All classes of horses are in demand, heavy horses 
being especially sought after. The number throughout the country is up to the 
average. Prices.are lower than last year, ranging from $125 to $250 for except- 
ionally goodanimals. In King’s County some losses are reported through Joint 
Ill, and in Queen’s there was also some mortality. 
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Mitcu Cows—There is an average number of milk cows, but the demand is 
greater than the supply. As one correspondent put it ‘‘ It is no trouble to sella 
good milch cow.” Prices are higher than last year averaging $45 to $50 a head. 
The stock kept is gradually improving in quality. 


OTHER CATTLE—Beef is in good demand and prices are ruling quite high, 

well finished animals giving especially good returns. Young cattle are fairly 

scarce as the high prices last autumn induced a large number to sell their young 
stock at that time. 


SHEEP—Whilst statistics show a decrease in the number of sheep in Prince 
County, a large increase is found in the other two counties, especially Kings. 
The crop of lambs was a good one and is doing well. Two cases of loss by dogs 
are reported. The sheep dipping demonstrations were largely taken advantage of 
and gave good satisfaction. 


Pics—Owing to the fact that a number of the Spring’s litters was lost, the 
demand for young pigs is very brisk and as high as $10 a pair was paid in some 
4 cases for grade pigs at a month old. In some sections the number of pigs is in- 

creasing. : 


Hens—In every district more attention is being paid to the poultry industry 
and both the numbers and the class of stock kept is being augmented and impro- 
vedto a markedextent. Thisislargely attributed to the egg-circles which have 
been organized during the past year. Asa general rule the Spring hatch was 
satisfactory and the chickens are making good growth. 


re 


GEESE AND TurRKeys—Geese and turkeys are not raised to any extent. The 
hatch in both cases was poor, especially with geese. A great many cases of loss 
among the young turkeys through black-head are also reported. 


‘PasturE—Allcorrespondentsreport good pasture. Inmostcases thecoldkept 
_the grass back at the start, but the warm weather and frequent rains of the last 
few weeks have presented ideal conditions for growth and grass has been plenti- 


ful. 


MiLk Suppty—As a result of good pasture, the milk supply has exceeded 
that of last year in almost every instance, and the supply is not falling off The 
advent of the cream separator is causing a number of farmers to neglect the cheese 

: factories, thus putting themselves in a better position to raise calves. Asa rule, 
however, the supply per patron is good. 


Ecc Suppty—At the present time, while the supply of eggs is still good, 
there is a falling off from last month’s standard, as is natural at this season. The 
amount of eggs sold has so far exceeded previous years and prices have held 
good. The poultry industry is attracting more attention daily. There are now 
64 Egg Circles in active operation. 


Waces—The following table gives the wages paid, with board this season 


for farm help. 


Day LABOR 


Kine’s County 


Average $ 1.04 
Lowest Hs 
Highest 1.50 
. MoNTHLY LABoR’ 
Average 19.93 
Lowest 14.00 
26.00 


Highest 


QueEEN’s COUNTY 


$1.16 


-75 
1.50 


21.12 
16.00 
25.00 


PRINCE COUNTY 


Siere 
°75 


1.50 


1 20 O 
15.00 
28.00 


CROP CONDITIONS for the Province August I910, I9II, 


1912, 1913 and I914. 
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COUNTIES. 
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King’s 1910 124 
nt IQII 64 
1 UQIZ 75 
mf 1913 86 
- 1914 81 
Queen’s 1910 123 
oa IQII 76 
#: 19I2 80 
+ 1913 80 
Ag 1914 92 
Prince 1910 134 
ef IQII 104 
af 1912 86 
* 1913 71 
‘a 1914 98 
Average for Igo 130 
Average for IQiI 72 
Average for 1912 82 
Avecage for 1913 79 
Average for 1914 90 
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11g 108 80 
go 35) 120 
110 112 85 


104 93 82 


101 95 87 
117 155 19 
95 DiaLos 
112 102. 105 


103 93 87 


110 96 85 
104 102 67 
105 98 106 
109 100 85 
105 95 88 
99 93 «(87 
110 105 95 
98 93 +106 
111 104 98 


104 94 86 
103 94. 86 
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108 64 51 

75 88 46 

81 46 66 

97 74 zi 


100 87 83 
112 61 30 
104 96 5! 
80 78 120 
94 80 80 
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SEPTEMBER CROP REPORT 


PUBLISHED BY 


The Department of Agriculture of Prince Edward Island 


October 3rd. 1914. 


The Weather.—The mean temperature for August was 64.5, the total rain- 
fall for the month was 2.01 inches. There were light showers on August 12th, 
28th, 29th and 31st, and heavy rains August 1st, 22nd and 30th. The mean tem- 
perature for September was 58 degrees. The highest temperature was 87 degrees, 
and the lowest 35 degrees. There were 191% hours of sunshine during Septem- 
ber. Rain fell in eleven days in the month, the total rainfall being 5.02 inches. 
On the 8th there was 1.47 inches rain, and on the evening of the 26th, and the 
morning of the 27th 1.73 inches fell. There was a light frost on the 1st, and hail 
on the 28th. It was very warm from September 21st to 25th. 


Hay.—In King’s the yield of hay was somewhat below the average, 
but in Queen’s and Prince the crop was above the average. In some 
districts it was very heavy. In many sections the clover was killed out by un- 
favorable weather in March and April. Some of the early cut hay was damaged 
by wet weather but the bulk of the crop was housed in good condition and is of 


‘first class quality. A fair amount of timothy seed was saved. The spring catch 


of clover and grass seed is very good although a few correspondents report a poor 
catch. 


Wheat.—The crop was above the average. The straw was a fair length, 
stored up well and was practically free from rust. The grain was plump and of 
good quality. There was some loose smut and stinking smut. Damage by wee- 


_ vil and joint worm were very small. 


Oats.— On high well drained soil oats were an excellent crop. But on heavy 
and low land much damage was caused by cold wet weather in May and June. 
There was some loss from lodging. Smut was rather bad in fields sown with un- 
treated seed. Rust did some damage in late oats. The grain was plump and of 
excellent quality, but there was a tendency in many districts to cut the grain too 
green. 


Barley—tThe acreage devoted to barley is small. The straw was a fair length 
and the grain well filled and of good quality. Most of the barley is grown in 
mixed feed. 


Peas—Peas are only grown in mixed feed. They were badly injured in 
aphids in some sections. 


Corn—Corn is only grown by a few farmers, and is a fair crop. The weather 


_ conditions have been unfavorable for its best development and none of it reached 


maturity before being cut. 
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Potatoes—Potatoes were planted rather late, but they grew rapidly during 
July and August. Dry weather in September has injured them a little. Early 
potatoes yielded well and were of good quality. They sold at twenty-five to 
thirty-five cents per bushel. Late potatoes have been very little injured by blight 
or rot as yet, and promise to be of good quality with yields above the average. 
Frost on September the 17th, did some damage in few sections. 

Roots—Dry weather in September interferred with the best growth of the 
root crop, but recently heavy rains have fallen and roots should be above the 
average. There are a few reports of injury from aphids and leaf eating insects. 
‘*Club Root” is spreading and is doing considerable injury in several sections. A 
few mangels and carrots are grown, but turnips form the bulk of the root crop. 

Fruit—The crop varies a good deal. In some sections there is a very good 
set of fruit while in others there will be very few apples. As a general thing there 
was a good crop of early apples but the market for them was purely local and soon 
satisfied, so that prices were low and many apples were left on the trees as it did 
not pay to pick them. Fall apples will be a fair crop. Winter apples are much 
below the average. In unsprayed orchards scab and the coddling moth have done » 
damage. Where spraying was practised the fruit is clean and of good quality 
Plums are much below the average in yield, but are of good quality. , 

Pasiture—Pastures were good up to the latter part of the season when they 
became rather bare in many sections. Most correspondents state that there is 
plenty of feed for winter. 

Dairy.—One or two districts report a slight increase in the supply of milk, 
but generally it is below that of 1913. . 

Eggs.—There has been an increase in the production of eggs amounting to 
from ten to twenty-five per cent in many sections. The farmers generally are 
well satisfied with the egg circles. There has been improvement in the care and 
breeding of the average farm flock. 

Live Stock.—Horses are more plentiful than in 1913, and prices are lower. 
They are in fair condition. Good beef cattle are rather scarce. There is a brisk 
demand for milch cows and high prices are paid for both classes of stock. Sheep 
and lambs as a general thing are in fair condition and sell well. Good lambs 
bring 6 cents per pound. There has been an increase in the number of sheep. 
Hogs are scarce, but are of good quality. The bulk of them will not be ready for 
market until late in the fall. Prices promise to be good. The quality of the 
stock kept is becoming much better, due to the use of a better class of sires. 


CROP CONDITIONS 
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NOVEMBER CROP REPORT 


Published by the Department of Agriculture of Prince Edward Island 


November 27, 1914 
WEATHER.—The weather during the fall was mild and very favorable for 


outside farm work. As a result the fall ploughing was well finished and the root 
_ crops were harvested in good condition. 


The highest temperature for October was 68 and the lowest was 28. The 
mean temperature for the month was 47.5. The rainfall for October was 3.27 


- inches. There was a thunderstorm on the 3rd and rain fell on the 4th, 5th, 10th, 


16th, 17, 28th, 30th, and 31st. There was a light hoar frost on the Ist. The 
total sunshine for the month was 129 hours. 


The highest temperature for November was 5) and the lowest 12. The 


mean for the month was 35.5. The rainfall for November was 2.77 inches. Rain 


fell on the 4th, 5th, 8th, 12th, 14th, 16th, 17th, 20th, 21st, and 26th and there 
were snow flurries on the 3rd, 6th, 10th, 11th, 13th, 24th and 25th. There was a 
thunderstorm on the 14th and heavy frost on the 18th and 28th. The total sun_ 
shine for the month was 75:6 hours. 


HAY.—The final returns for the hay crop were reported in September show- 
ing a much better than average crop. 


WHEAT.—The grain crop has been good and wheat in general excellent. 
A favorable season and good harvest weather has resulted in an extra heavy yield 
of well-filled grain. There was very little injury by joint worm or other insects. 
Smut was fairly prevalent but there was not much rust. Little wheat is sold, most 
of its being used for home consumption. _In some districts farmers are preparing 
to sow a larger acreage than usual. 

OATS.—Oats were a heavy crop except on the lower lying lands, where they 
were injured considerably on account of the lack of good drainage. The grain 
however is plump and the yield above the average. Smut was quite common but 
Only a few cases of rust were reported. In some districts the grain was cut too 
green which caused a lowering of the yield. The straw will be of good feeding 
quality as the weather was very favorable during harvest. There is a large quan- 
tity of oats for sale throughout the country but farmets are feeding more yearly 
and realize the benefits from this practice. 

BARLEY.—Barley for the most part is sown in mixture with other grains for 
feed. Both alone and in mixture it turned out very well and gave a good yield of 


well filled grain. 
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CORN.—Corn is not generally grown. Very little matured but the yield of 
fodder was up to the average. 

POTATOES.—The crop of potatoes over the whole Island was up to the 
average and ina number of districts well above it. The potato beetle did some 
damage but for the most part the injury by insect pests was slight. Scab is re- 
ported by a number of correspondents. A good many potatoes are reported rot- 
ting since being stored. “They were probably effected by late blight. McIntyres 
seem to be in the best demand while the red skinner varieties are keeping best. 

ROOTS.—Turnips are not a heavy crop, being small, probably due to the dry 
season. At the same time the crop is of excellent quality and will make good feed. 
Club-root did a great deal of damage in some sections. Mangels are an average 
and carrots and cabbages an extra heavy crop. 

LIVE STOCK REPORT.—The general condition of the Live Stock is in 
most cases an improvement over last year, the fine autumn weather probably being 
the cause. In July and August the failing of the pastures had the effect of giving 
the stock a setback from which it was hard to recover and which is still effecting 
the stock of some districts. : 

The quantity of feed for winter use will be plentiful. The quality of the hay 
will suffer by a prevalent loss of the clover, but other crops have ees abundant 
and of good quality, being harvested in excellent weather. 


Marketable stock has been in brisk demand at high prices. Beef and lamb 
prices were maintained at high figures, and the effect has been to stimulate more 
winter feeding of beef cattle. 

There are quite a number of hogs in some sections in a marketable condition, 
but are mentioned as scarce, but of good quality in others. 

In the majority of sections, especially in the Western part of the Province, 
a large number of horses are being offered for sale. The prices received 
have been ranging lower than formerly, owing to the present restricted market. 

The increasing prices for stock for butchery purposes has stimulated the 
movement toward a general improvement of all classes. 

The use of pure bred sires is on the increase and with the grading of stock, 
better feeding and more profits are usual coordinates. 

Efforts are being directed toward an improvement of the Dairy Industry 
throughout the Province. The high prices during the past season are sufficient 
justification. In some sections a change is being made from cheese to butter 
making. 

A larger number of poultry has been raised during the past season, especially 
hens. Other classes are reported as declining. The Egg Circle movement has 
added a marked impetus to the Egg Trade and most of the effort is directed in that 
direction. Crate-fattening is more general this year than formerly and many new 
poultry houses have been constructed. 
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The following is a fair estimate of the Field Crops and their value at market 


! prices for the year 1914 and the average estimated yields for the years 1909-1913. 
Crop AVERAGE YIELD VALUE 

AGODA DES LOE 4 1914 

Bushels Bushels : Retina) pees 
4 EY ee 525,000 550,000 687,500 
Beas ig ates sos 6,148,000 7,250,000 3,625,000 
BAROYSe ei se 156,000 160,000 100,000 
Peas and Beans .. 11,000 15,000 25,000 
Buckwheat ...... 88,000 gO,000 50,000 
Mixed Grains .... 548,000 600,000 325,000 
EOE AL QES 2 sos) <0" 5,000,000 6,000,000 [500,000 
PACOES ee so 4,286,000 4, 200,000 625,000 
BEANE 2 YIN outa 250,000 tons 300,000 tons 4,000,000 
$10,937,500 


Of the crop of 1914 there will probably be for export 2,000,000 bushels of 
oats, 100,000 bushels of potatoes and 40,000 tons of hay. Of the oats exported 
about 300,000 bushels will be sold for seed to the province of Nova Scotia, New 
Brunswick and Quebec, of which about 100,000 was inspected in the field for 
members of the Canadian Seed Growers Association and of the Banner Oat Club. 

The Census and Statistics Monthly of July 1914 gives the following numbers 
of farm live stock -1g10-1914 : 


1910 IQII Igt2 1913 1914 
PIOPSES . 00.5 5 ss 34,121 35,935 35,038 35,952 36,114 
_Milch Cows.... = 55,365 52,109 49,415 48,505 ATATT 
Other Cattle... 57,648 68,287 64,688 64,261 61,048 
BINGED s crewn < -,a 110,599 QI, 232 87,793 85,660 85,351 
WIDE Coico ts 48,623 56,377 50,463 43,762 41,718 


The following table contains an estimate of the exports of Live Stock and 
Live stock products for the year 1914 : 


Number Value 
EVOUSES 6.4 0) iia lipiortete 884 $135,500 
29 ge ear ee 3163 143,485 
SSE 42) = win, sp Gaim sta 8771 52,626 
PASS FY -9: MPG 2906 19,839 
Beef Carcases... .. 2,000 100,000 
Mutton Carcases.... 12,000 72,000 
Pork Carcases ..... 22,000 400,000 
1 Meo) Wea TE a ae Ee 350,000 Ibs go,000 
oe Ne ae ee oy 30,000 75,000 
Dairy Products .... 550,000 
Poultry and Eggs.... 800,000 


In 1911 there were in Prince Edward Island 253 pure bred horses, of which 

149 were of the Clydesdale breed ; 1,027 pure bred cattle, of which 315 were Short- 

horn, 264 Ayrshire and 259 Holstein ; 535 pure bred sheep of which 213 were 

Leicesters and 112 Shropshires ; 1,009 pure bred swine of which 603 were York- 
4 shire and 246 Berkshire. 


oa 
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Creameries and Cheese Factories on Prince Edward Island 


Tn  ) 


Name of Factory 


Tignish 
Alberton 

O’ Leary 
Grand River 
Tyne Valley 
Egmont Bay 
Wellington Cr’y Co. 
Co-operative 
Lot 16 
Kensington 
Emerald 
Kinkora 
Stanley Bridge 
New Glasgow 
St. Louis 
Tryon 
Crapaud 
Cornwall 
Park Corner 
Dunk River 
Wiltshire 
Dunstaffnage 
Hillsboro 
Hazelbrook 
East River 
Lake Verde 
Cherry Valley 
Union 

Orwell 
Federal 
Lakeville 

Red Point 
Red House 
Dundas 

New Perth 
Murray Harbor 
Standard 

Mt. Stewart 
Souris 
Gowan Brae 


Secretary Address 
>] a 
A. J. Gaudet Tignish 
M. J. Foley Alberton 
D. D. Campbell O’ Leary 


James E. Brown 
Ernest Ellis 

S. E. Gallant 

E. Gaudet 

C. E. Clark 

A. E. McLean 

J. F. Profitt 

P. F. Hughes 
John P. Smith 

J. H. Simpson 

J. C. Stevenson 
W. P. Callaghan 
yA. lange 

D. McLean 
Hector Murchison 
John S. Cousins 
Wm. Calbeck 
Ewen Campbell 
Percy Simmons 
Hugh Trainor 

W. J. McEachern 
Alex. McDonald 
Geo. Lane 

F. L. Doyle 
Andrew McDonald 
James McKenna 
R.-E. McDonald 
L. McDonald 

T. S. Robertson 
W. H. Underhay 
J. A. Sterns 
Wm. Cain 

Geo. Poole 
Aeneas McDonald 
Chas. Fisher 
Michael McCormack 
A. T. McDonald 


Grand River 
Tyne Valley 
Abram’s Village 
Wellington 
Linkletter: 
Lot 16 
Kensington 
Emerald 
Kinkora 

Bay View 
New Glasgow 
St. Louis 
Albany 
Crapaud 
York Point 
Park Corner 
Bedeque 
Wiltshire 
Dunstaffnage 
Glenfinnan 
Mt. Albion 
Glenfinnan 
Hermitage 
Earnscliffe 
Vernon R. Bridge 
Newton Cross 
Pinette 

East Point 
Red Point 
Bay Fortune 
Bridgetown 
New Perth 
Lower Montague 
Launching 
Scotch Fort 
Souris East 
Souris West 
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COMPETITIONS 


ag | tee 


_ FIELDS OF STANDING GRAIN 


CONDUCTED BY 


DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
OF PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND 


CO-OPERATING WITH 
THE FEDERAL DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 


-s ANNOUNCEMENT 

a The Department of Agriculture is again announcing competitions in fields 

= of Standing Grain. The interest that is being taken in these competitions, and 

____ the improvement in quality and increase in yield of farm crops which have already 
resulted, have led the Federal Department to increase their appropriation for this 

é: ay work. The Provincial Department of Agriculture has accordingly re-arranged the 


Pes, 


territories and put the competitions on a new and better footing. 


Bx, COMPETITIONS. 

ee Three competitions will be held in each County, in each of which the fol- 
__ lowing cash prizes will be offered. 

} = j ist. 2nd. 3rd. 4th. Sth. 6th. 7th. 8th. 9Qth. 1lOth. 11th, 12th. 13th. 14th 15th. 


_ Oats....$10.00 $9.00 $8.00 $7.00 $6.50 $6. $5.50 $5. $4.50 $4. $3.50 $3. $2.50 $2. $2. 
am Wheat. -$ 8.00 6.00 4.00 3.00 2,00 
% be matey. -$ 6.00 4.00 3.00 2.00 


3 ’ West Prince shall include the First Electoral District and Lots 7 and 8 
_ East Prince shall include the Fourth and Fifth Electoral Districts, and Lot 18. 


_ Middle Prince shall include the remainder of Prince County. 


West Queens shall include the First Electoral District and Lot 23. East 

P Queens shall include that part of Queens County lying North and West of the 

4 Hillsborough River, not included .n West Queens. South Queens shall include 
_ that part of Queens County lying South and East of the Hillsborough River. 


F East Kings shall include Lots 42, 43, 44, 45, 46, 47, 55 and 56. South 
aN Kings shall include Lots 59, 61, 63, 64 and Georgetown Royalty. West Kings 
ty shall include the remainder of Kings County. 
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RULES AND REGULATIONS OF COMPETITIONS. 


1. Fields of grain, to be eligible for competition must be of at least, the 
following areas :—Oats, five acres, wheat, three acres, barley, two acres. 


2. Anentry fee of $1.00 will be charged for the first entry, an additional — 
fee of 50c will be charged for every additional entry. Only one entry of each — 
kind of grain may be made by a competitor. 2s 


3. All entries, accompanied by entry fees, must reach the Department of 


Agriculture before August 5th, after that date entries may be made, but a double 
fee will be charged. * 


. Competitors are expected to inform the Department of Agriculture 
when fields will be ready to cut, two weeks in advance. When competitors fail ~ 
to comply with this regulation, the Department cannot be held responsible for any 
delay in judging these fields. 


The following score card will be used by the Judges. 


on 


POINTS 
ALAM OE IGE OR 92). ie ol Sead + se nels d eae eat” edn 5 
2+ Type of plant, vigor, uniformity of growth ~.-4 > =e 10 
3-- Acreage, method of seeding, absence of lodging ................ 5s 
4" Freedom fr6m-weeds .. 2°. 24 Oy Ot Aa iw ee eee oe = 
5.- ‘Freedom from smut, rust, blight and insects .. ....0.2..;20ae68 10 
6. Freedom from other varieties and other kinds of grain... .... 20 
7. Apparent yield and quantity of grain, considering : 
(a) Proportion of well filled heads, of plump grain of good qnality 20 
(b), Uniformity of maturity ....-...2..07. 22. di) 5 
Total 100 


6. If from any cause a field is seriously defective in any point, the judge 
may, at his own discretion make a further reduction in the total score, than the 
score card permits. 


REMARKS ON SCORE CARD. 


It is easily seen that the score card lays most emphasis on clean, pure, 
plump, productive grain, free from weeds and disease. 


When competitions are first introduced into a district, usually a large pro- 
portion of the fields entered are seriously deficient in essential points, such as 
purity of variety and freedom from other kinds of grain and weeds. Most farm- 
ers appear to consider a heavy stand and a large prospective yield the one im-- 
portant consideration in a field of seed grain, as they do in a field for commercial 
purposes, and pay comparatively little attention to purity. 


The judges will however pay particular attention to these points and the 
difference between commercial and seed grain will be made apparent. Intending 
competitors should procure pure seed and sow it on land carefully prepared and as 4 
free from weeds as possible. sia ? 


# 


Report of Commussioner of Agriculture 


SUMMARY OF RESULTS 


There were two hundred and eighty-eight entries in the Fields of Standing 
a Grain Competition this year, of which one hundred and fifty-seven were in oats ; 


one hundred and seven in wheat ; and twenty-four in barley. This large number 


E ‘popularity of these competitions. Their distribution too, is also worthy of notice, 
. as a great many districts are represented this year for the first time. 


. The judges were again instructed to secure, in addition to the usual in- 
ae the number of bushels of seed grain of good quality, each exhibitor 
_ might be expected to have for sale, in order that the best possible market might 
_be secured. This Department is now prepared to give intending purchasers 
the names and addresses of parties who grew large quantities of grain of the 
different varieties, —true. to name and free from admixture of weed eee or of 
* other grains. 


The judges were: Theodore Ross for West Prince ; W. Davison for 
_ East Prince ; Austin Scales for West Queens and Middle Prince ; J. Leslie Tennant 
for East Queens; Richard Creed for South Queens ; Cornelius McLellan for East 
_ Kings; Walter R. Shaw for South and West Kings. 


JUDGES’ REMARKS. WEST PRINCE. 


ee There were in all 32 entries in Western Prince and somewhat more dis- 
tributed than in previous years. 


The crops were above average and the good work accomplished by former 
_ competitions was clearly evidenced by the much greater uniformity in the fields en- 
fe. tered. 
iaor> 


ee The sow thistle is prevalent over almost the whole of this district and is 
“8 + e - 
ee ‘causing very serious loss. 


There was quite an improvement over former years in the purity of seed 
Bf used, but several fields were deficient in this respect and intending competitors 
es. should make sure of having pure seed if they expect to market seed grain to ad- 
_ vantage. There was alsoimprovement in cultivation. The patchiness ‘characteris- 
_ tic of former years was not so noticeable and where it was to be found 
it was nearly always the result of flat, low lying land rather then of uneven tillage. 


, 
‘ae 


er In wheat there were nine entries all of which were much above average. 
_ The field which won first prize was worthy of special mention. It was an eight 
acre field of heavy, thick standing long, headed wheat over four feet high and 
___ should have produced a large amount of seed of the finest quality. 
K 


eae Old Island Black continues to be the favorite variety of oats in Western 
Prince. Of 19 entries, 15 were Old Island Black, 3 Banner, and one Sensation. 
There was quite a a lot of smut in evidence and few fields were free from sow 
thistle. 

The barley was much better than last year, but in only one field was it 
sufficiently pure to recommend for seed. Several fairly good fields were seen in 
the vicinity of Alberton, but they had not been entered for competition. 
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Report of Commissioner of Agriculture 51 


‘ MIDDLE PRINCE—JUDGE’S REPORT 


The grain crop throughout Middle Prince is of a high standard, excepting in 
a few sections where the land islow. The oats in the competition are usually quite 
free from other kinds of grain and true to name. In nearly every instance this 
pure seed has been obtained, either directly or indirectly, from a member of the 
Canadian Seed Growers’ Association. The wheat is more or less mixed. Sow 


- Thistle and Black Bindweed are the worst weeds found. 


EAST PRINCE—JUDGES REPORT 


Throughout the whole district grain is a good crop, wheat being especially so. 


_A good crop of straw is accompanied by grain which is exceptionally well filled 


and which will give a large yield. Notwithstanding two heavy storms while judg- 
ing was being done, very little lodging was noticed. Smut was quite common, 
no doubt due to the cold, damp spring, and in some cases to a lack of sufficient 
care when the seed was treated. Rust was noticed only in a few cases, and then 
not in sufficient quantity to cause any appreciable loss. The green aphis was 
present on all grains in large numbers, and the weevil and Hessian fly seemed to 
have caused more damage than last year, but joint-worm this year has been con- 
spicious by its absence. 


The competitions were largely taken advantage of in this district, and a larger 
entry was made, there being 32 enteries in oats, compared to 22 of last year. The 
aims of the competitons are being realized to a large extent also, a large number of 
fields scoring very high for purity and in many cases a thorough search revealed 
no other varieties or other kinds of grain at all. 


A comparatively low score in a number of fields may be attributed to the 
presence of weeds. Perennial sow thistle, canada thistle and couch grass were 
noticed in considerable quantities and seem to be increasing in numbers. 


WEST QUEEN’S—JUDGE’S REPORT 


Smut is quite prevalent throughout this section. The seed was treated in 
many cases with formalin solution, which was seldom thoroughly successful in 
destroying this disease, no doubt, because of being improperly applied. 


There is a lack of purity in much of the grain, especially the wheat. More 
care should be taken in purchasing the seed and in keeping it pure from year to 
year. The corn is the only inferior crop in this section. 
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EAST QUEEN’S—JUDGE’S REPORT 


In East Queen’s the crops generally were good and the competition in wheat 
and oats was very strong. The barley entry was small. se 


White Fife was the principal variety of wheat in the competition. There were 
a few fields of White Russian and Marquis. The bulk of the oats in the com- 
petition were Banner. There was one entry of Tartar King and one entry of 
Norway. In barley two competitors. had English Chevalier and one Duck bill. 


A few fields were quite clear and free from’ weeds. But in most cases weeds 
were more or less prevalent. Perennial sow thistle, Wild Buckwheat, Canada 
Thistle, Wild Vetches, Black Bindweed and Cockle were the chief weeds noticed. 


Injury from insects was small. The weevil, the Hessian fly and Aphids did a 
small amount of damage here and there. Rust was only noticed in odd spots in 
the oat fields. There was a little loose smut in every wheat field and in a few 
fields, bunt or stinking smut was quite bad. In oat fields where the seed had not 
been treated there was considerable loose smut and even in treated fields a few 
heads were generally found. 


Some otherwise very good fields had to be scored down on account of lack of 
purity. This is an important point in seed grain which some competitors seem to 
overlook. 


The straw was of average length. Heavy wind and rain storms caused some 
of it to lodge in a few places. The grain was filling well and gave promise of 
being very plump and of good quality. Yields should be above the average. 


SOUTH QUEEN’S—JUDGE’S REMARKS 


The grain crops in South Queen’s were very much above the average, par- 
ticularly the fields of-wheat. Although the prizes were numerous many fields 
which were worthy of a prize did not get a place in the awards. Almost every 
field that I visited was real good. Hand selected seed was used generally. The 
leading varieties of wheat were: White Russian, White Fife and White Chaff. 
Smut was abundant in fields where the seed had not been treated. 


In oats the Banner was the principal variety. Only two fields of other var- 
ieties were entered, and they did not get a place high up in the list. The Banner 
variety seems to be particularly suited to this section. 

The barley was not as good as it should have been. All the fields with the 
exception of three were badly mixed with other varieties of grain. 

The weeds most prevalent were : Sow paar Canada Thistle, Wild Buck- 
wheat and Yarrow. ; 

There were a large number of new competitors this year. .The competition is 
yearly growing in popularity, and the good accomplished may be seen on every 
hand. 
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EAST KING’S, P. E. I.—JUDGE’S REMARKS 


The crops on an average were good. In oats Old Island Black and Bauner 
were the favorites, Old Island with a slight lead. The oats were good, with the 
exception of two fields which were worked too early in spring. In all fields weeds 
were plentiful, Perennial Sow Thistle seemed to be the greatest enemy. Black 
3indweed, Hemp Nettle, Lady’s Thumb, Spurrey snd Yarrow were strongly in 
evidence. 


A small percentage of Wild Mustard was found in three fields. Ragwort 
_ was plentiful along the highways and swamps and in two or three fields of grain. 
It would be well for the farmers of East King’s to take more precaution against 
Ragwort, Sow Thistle and Wild Mustard. Smut in all cases except one, was in 
evidence. The grain in this case was not treated with formalin but sulphur was 
mixed with the seed in the fall. 


In wheat, White Russian was most popular. In nearly every field other 
kinds of grain were to be found, shewing a lack of care in the selection of seed. 
Both loose and stinking smut were in evidence and in one or two cases the latter 
was extremely bad. 


Only three fields of barley were judged, two of Mandscheuri and one of 
O. A. C. No. 21. The-O. A. C. No. 21 was a nice field but somewhat mixed and 
could hardly be recommended for seed. 


JUDGES REMARKS,—SOUTH KINGS. 


The crops in general in South Kings were good, the wheat being much above 
average. There were 28 entries in all, 13 of wheat, 12 of oats, and 3 of barley, but 
several fields, particularly of oats, were noticed along the way, which if entered 
would have taken high places in the competition. Wheat seems to be a profit- 
able crop in this district, although it suffered some injury from green aphis and 
joint worm. On the whole, however, the growth was vigorous and straw heavy, 
and should yield an abundant crop of grain. 


White Russian and White Fife were the only varieties entered, the former 
seeming to be the most popular. 


The oats on the whole is not a big crop. In places it is very heavy, but in 
others light. Nearly everywhere it is uneven and patchy, due probably to the cold, 
rainy spring, with its super-abundance of moisture. There were seven entries of 
Banner, four of ‘‘ Old Island Black” and one of Ligowo. 


The barley was not as good as it should have been. One field was fairly heavy, 
but the others were both light. 


Smut was prevalent in all the crops. Of the 28 competitors only 8 treated 
their grain for smut. The loss on this account throughout this district. was very 
great, and is so easy preventable, that it is hard to understand why treatment is not 
more general. 
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Weeds were very plentiful. Sow Thistle is taking a tremendous toll in almost 
every section, while Wild Buckwheat, Nettle and Lambs Quarters are doing a lot 
of damage. There is also considerable Cockle-and Wild Vetch in the wheat. 


JUDGE’S REMARK’S,—WEST KING’S. 


The remarks regarding the competition in south kings will apply generally to 
West King’s. The crops however, were not quite so heavy, although there were 
individual fields of great excellence. There were 24 entries in all, 6 of wheat, 18 
of oats and none of barley. 


In wheat White Russian” seemed to be the favorite, although the competition 
was too small to judge the district asa whole. White Fife was the only other 
variety entered. 


Of the 18 fields of oats entered, 8 were Banner, 2 Old Island Black, 2 Ligowo, 
2 Egyptian, 1 White Wave, 1 White Tartar, 1 Silver Dollar. Banner seemed to 
be the most popular variety throughout, although some farmers cannot get good 
results from it. The weeds were of the same kind found in South Kings, Sow 
Thistle being especially plentiful. 


Smut has also done a great deal of damage, especially in the oats, which with 
very few exceptions was not treated. 
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